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FRANK  LEMBI 

GETS  CAUGHT 

- by  Brian  Doohan 

Last  spring,  a nightmare  rose  out  of  the  past  to  shut  down  Jugs  Liquors  at  Church 
and  Market  StreeL  Fifteen  years  earlier,  owner  Roberta  Bobba  lost  one  business  when 
the  building  was  taken  over  by  "Chairman"  Frank  Lembi,  mastermind  of  Skyline  Realty 
and  Continental  Savings  and  Loan.  Then,  in  refutation  of  the  proverb  lighming  never 
strikes  twice,  Lembi  again  bought  her  building,  raised  the  rent 500%  and  pitched  Roberta’s 
longtime  neighborhood  business  out  into  the  cold. 

Fortunately  this  time  the  end  was  happer.  An  outraged  Superior  Court  jury  not  only 
awarded  Roberta  $950,000,  they  criticized  the  judge  for  denying  them  the  opportunity  to 
whack  Frank  with  punitive  damages  that  would  have  pushed  the  settlement  over  a mil- 
lion dollars. 

Lembi’s  mistake  was  to  try  to  remove  her  in  the  middle  of  a ten  year  lease,  "She 
had  a five  year  option,"  said  Tom  Horn,  Bobba’s  attorney.  "Lembi  failed  to  honor  her 
lease.  He  wanted  to  get  her  and  the  residential  tenants  upstairs  out  of  the  building  by  not 
making  repairs,  by  allowing  plumbing  to  go  to  pot." 

The  residential  tenants  did  not  resist,  but  Roberta  kept  on  fighting,  even  after  Jugs 
was  forced  to  close  its  doors.  Although  the  lease  was  for  $775,  Lembi  demanded  $3,750 
for  the  building.  Bobba,  according  to  Horn,  had  invested  over  $32,000  of  her  own  funds 

see  page  2 

FAREWELL  OLD  PIT 

■ by  Victor  Miller 

On  December  12. 1975,  a person  or  persons  unknown  set  fire  to  the  Garlland  Apart- 
ments at  16ih  and  Valencia,  killing  25  men,  women  and  children.  It  remains  San 
Francisco’s  worst  mass  murder  and  remains  unsolved.  A 10,000  square  fool  scar  in  the 
middle  of  our  neighborhood  has  been  with  us  for  twelve  years. 

Some  lime  this  month,  construction  is  scheduled  to  begin  on  ground  floor  retail 
facilities  and  upper  story  subsidized  housing,  the  end  of  a long  and  frustrating  effort  to 
overcome  the  horror  and  injustice  of  the  Garlland  fire.  Construction  and  ownership  will 
be  m the  hands  of  Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation,  a Mission-based  non-profit 
organization  (see  story  inside  this  issue).  All  well  and  good,  in  fact  great,  except  for  one 
thing...  the  end  of  San  Francisco’s  most  outrageous  and  unconventional  outdoor  exhibi- 
tion and  performance  art  space...  The  Pit. 

Up  until  1983,  The  Pit  was  a trash-littered  expanse  of  uncompromised  ugliness  even 
if  you  weren  i aware  of  its  history  and,  if  you  were  aware,  it  was  a persistant  source  of 
smoldering  rage.  Seven  cyars  of  effort  by  the  North  Mission  Association  to  put  affor- 
dable housing  on  the  site  had  been  met  with  rebuff  and  BS  by  every  city,  state,  federal 
^d  private  agency  involved.  In  April  of  1983.  a "For  Sale”  sign  appeared  on  the  chain 
link  fence  surrounding  it,  bearing  the  odious  logo  of  Frank  Lembi’s  Skyline  Realty  (sec 
sto^  on  page  one).  It  seemed  to  many  people  that  the  owner  (a  Mrs.  Presant  who  had 
suffered  four  other  imflammalory  building  losses)  had  decided  things  had  blown  over  and 
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THE  FARM:  FINISH  LINE 

One  day  after  the  November  election,  Sherriff  Michael  Hennessy  & Co.  evicted  The 
Farm  from  its  Army  and  Potrero  location.  Farm  landlady  refused  to  enter  into  negotia- 
tions to  purchase  the  property  by  ARTSDECO,  a non-profit  arts  firm  which  arose  out  of 
the  earlier  Goodman  Building  evictions.  Lobbying  efforts  by  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee  to 
Save  the  Farm  and  people  such  as  actor  Peter  Coyote,  Lawrence  Ferlinghetti  and  Super- 
visor Nancy  Walker  were  rejected  out  of  hand  as  Goode  called  in  the  authorities.  "It’s 
over,"  said  a spokesman  for  The  Farm,  adding  that  the  goats  would  be  relocated  to 
Calaveras  County  and  the  chickens  to  Siskiyou  County.  Despite  predictions  to  the  con- 
trary, neither  violence  or  arrests  ever  materialized  and  the  community  apparantly  has  al- 
ready begun  to  disintegrate.  "It  was  not  a voluntary  eviction,"  Attorney  Steve  Scheciman 
pointed  out.  "these  people  were  forced  out  by  high  rents."  Community  resistance  to  ven- 
tures initiated  on  disputed  properties  as  diverse  as  the  I-Hoiel,  the  Gartland  Pit,  the 
Playland  condos  at  Ocean  Beach,  the  Grand  Piano/Round  Table  on  Haight  Street,  the 
Good  Life  Grocery  on  Potrero  Hill  and  numerous  neighborhood  enterprises  from  Twin 
Peaks  to  North  Beach  confirms  the  fact  that  property  owners  who  treat  the  communities 
that  they  invade  with  more  than  the  average  measure  of  contempt  cannot  withstand  the 
physical,  economic  and  spiritual  ostracism  that  ensues.  (One  of  the  biggest  losers  in  the 
recent  mini-crash  were  the  owners  of  the  Gap  franchise,  allegedly  due  to  curses  placed 
upon  them  by  evicted  Haight  Street  residents  relocated  to  Golden  Gate  Park.)  Marilyn 
Goode,  her  family  and  any  future  business  enterprises  under  her  auspices  must  be  shunned 
by  the  Mission,  its  children  and  its  artistic  community.  Bands  should  refuse  bookings  at 
her  disco  (one  possible  venture),  workers  pass  her  garment  sweatshop  (one  more)  by.  Let 
no  reward  fall  to  those  who  do  not  deserve  it. 

The  following  article  was  written  shortly  before  the  eviction.  As  such,  it  is  perhaps 
more  hopeful  than  subsequent  developments  justify.  Additional  recollections  of  the  Farm 
are  contained  in  the  Mission  Community  Culture  section. 

If  the  United  States  has  any  major  roots  then  they  probably  exist  in  the  land  and 
how  we  live  with  it  as  human  beings.  The  Farm,  our  last  farm  people  of  San  Francisco! 

At  12:00  noon  on  Wednesday  October  28ih,  a small  group  of  people  came  to  the 
steps  of  City  Hall,  this  time,  for  the  Farm.  Ann  Colichidos,  with  a dog  tethered  to  a hang- 
ing noose,  was  there...  Brad,  Emilio,  Theo  Jak,  Luis  Kemnitzer,  Jess  Grant,  Michael  Page 
and  others. 

The  Farm,  originally  renting  for  $1,000  a month,  had  had  its  rent  raised  to  $6,000 
monthly.  According  to  a flyer  (unidentified  as  to  source)  passed  out  at  the  rally,  it  "has 
been  able  to  merge  education,  culture  and  community  offering  low  cost,  quality  programs 
for  over  a decade." 

Farm  landlady  Marilyn  Goode  was  reported  to  be  in  negotiations  with  another  arts 
group,  ARTSDECO,  who  had  "come  forward  with  a plan  to  revitalize  the  cultural  facilities 
and  continue  with  the  kids  of  environmental  and  arts  programs.  According  to  the  flyer, 
Goode,  having  refused  ARTSDECO’s  offer  of  1.4  million  dollars  for  the  building,  had 
not  made  her  plans  public  as  to  what  she  planned  to  do  with  the  space. 

"Ms.  Goode,"  the  flyer  states,  "ignores  pleas  from  the  community  and  from  city 
politicians  to  sell  the  properties.  These  properties  were  next  to  nothing  when  the  first 
Farm  people  moved  in.  All  building  improvements  were  done  at  the  labor  and  expense 
of  The  Farm.  Private  developers  and  aculturally  insensitive  city  administration  has  begun 
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FRANK  LEMBI  continued  from  page  1 

in  ihc  business. 

Small  business  owners  have  no  protection  from  staggering  rent  increases  other  than 
that  contained  in  their  leases.  A move  to  allow  arbitration  of  commercial  leases  was 
removed  on  a technicality  last  year  after  over  14,000  San  Francisco  voters  demanded  it 
be  put  on  the  ballot.  Subsequently.  California  adopted  a law  prohibiting  cities  from 
protecting  small  businesses  with  rent  controls  or  arbitration...  this  law  being  drafted  by 
Fresno  legislator  Jim  Costa  who  has  also  attempted  to  outlaw  residential  rent  controls, 
raise  the  price  of  beer  by  monopolizing  distributorships  and  divert  the  Bay  Area’s  water 
supply  to  Southern  California. 

Lembi  apparantly  believed  that  he  could  evict  Jugs  despite  the  option  provision  in 
Bobba’s  lease.  He  was  mistaken. 

"We  sued  for  substantial  punitive  damages,"  Horn  said,  but  Judge  Fern  Smith  of  the 
Superior  Court  directed  the  jury  not  to  award  the  punitive  damage  claim.  The  jury 
returned  with  the  $950,000  compensatory  damage  claim  and.  according  to  Horn,  "they 
indicated  that,  had  they  been  able  to,  they  would  have  awarded  further  punitive  damages. 

Long  time  readers  of  the  News  or  observers  of  landlord-tenant  struggles  might  be 
familiar  with  Frank  Lembi  for  any  of  his  many  prior  antics. 

In  1974,  for  example,  Lembi  neglected  to  tell  86  year  old  Akbar  Khan  that,  as  agent 
for  Khan’s  properly  at  67  Waller  Street,  he  had  received  offers  from  $63,000  to  $85,000. 
The  discouraged  Khan  sold  his  building  to  Lembi  for  $53,000  after  which  Frank  resold  it 
for  $67,500.  Following  an  investigation  Lembi  agreed  to  pay  a $32,500  settlement  and 
avoided  criminal  prosecution.  Ten  years  later,  he  tried  to  inveigle  political  influence  with 
a gift  of  $3,000  to  Supervisor  John  Molinari...  three  times  the  then-allowable  maximum... 
through  several  corporate  subsidiaries  of  Continental  Savings  & Loan.  While  ruling  these 
transactions  legal,  the  City  Attorney’s  Office  observed  that  he  had  exploited  a "loophole" 
in  the  law. 

More  recently,  Lembi  had  exploited  loopholes  in  the  City’s  residential  hotel  con- 
version ordinance.  Having  successfully  turned  several  downtown  homes  primarily  oc- 
cupied by  low-income  seniors  into  tourist  hotels  renting  for  up  to  SIOO  a night,  the 
"Continental  Op"  bumped  his  shins  against  a particularly  stubborn  band  of  seniors  living 
in  the  Astoria  Hotel  who  won  another  six-figure  judgment,  thanks  to  the  North  Mission’s 
own  West  Bay  Law  Collective. 

Lembi,  named  as  one  of  the  City’s  three  worst  landlords  along  with  Sophie  Lau  in 
Chinatown  and  the  Mission’s  beloved  Robert  Imhoff,  is  probably  one  of  the  few  San  Fran- 
cisco properly  owners  to  have  lost  money  in  the  landlording  business  over  the  past  year 
due  to  these  lawsuits  and  his  widening  reputation.  The  site  of  Jugs,  for  example,  has  been 
vacant  for  six  months. 

Horn  explained  that  he  had  never  come  up  against  Lembi  before,  but  knew  of  his 
"horrendous"  reputation.  When  asked  whether  Frank  lived  up  to  that  reputation,  Horn 
replied  "Definitely!"  
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DOLORES  STREET  SHELTER 
NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS 

- by  Hank  Pellissicr 

The  Dolores  Street  Shelter  is  currently  providing  a much-needed  service  for  homeless 
Central  American  men. 

According  to  director  Heidi  Simonson,  most  of  the  residents  are  "undocumented"  El 
Salvadorans,  but  there  arc  also  Hondurans,  Guatemalans,  Nicaraguans  and  Belizans.  Many 
of  the  men  fled  their  homeland  for  political  reasons,  and  some  have  gruesome  stories  to  tell. 
An  example  is  that  of  a Guatemalan  teenager  who  relumed  home  from  a Christmas  party  to 
find  his  entire  family  murdered. 

The  Dolores  Shelter  is  a non-profit  organization  that  has  been  in  existence  since  1 982. 
The  Baptist  Church  donates  the  office,  kitchen  and  sleeping  quarters,  and  three  of  the  five 
members  on  the  Board  of  Directors  arc  Baptist  Church  members.  The  additional  funds  arc 
received  from  other  churches,  and  individuals  and  federal  grants  are  being  requested. 

A multitude  of  organizations  assist  the  Dolores  Shelter  in  their  care  of  the  homeless. 
To  start  with,  most  men  are  sent  there  by  the  Central  American  Refugee  Committee 
(CRECE)  and  Catholic  charities.  Once  there,  they  are  fed  dinner  and  breakfast,  with  food 
provided  by  Grupo  dc  la  Comida,  an  organization  that  distributes  food  donated  by  in- 


dividualsand  restaurants.  (The  Hard  Rock  Cafe  supplies  soup  once  a week,  bread  is  received 
from  Tassajara  and  Boulangcrie.  and  the  Noe  Valley  Community  Market  provides  produce.) 

Legal  assistance  is  available  through  the  shelter  and  ESL  classes  are  taught  three  nights 
a week  by  volunteer  teachers.  CRECE  also  helps  the  Central  Americans  find  employment, 
which  has  become  increasingly  scarce  since  the  Immigration  Act  was  passed.  The  new  law 
requires  all  employers  to  ask  for  legal  documentation. 

The  shelter  is  open  from  9:00  PM  to  7:00  AM.  There  are  showers  and  a television  set. 
it’s  always  full,  and  two  or  three  men  occasionally  have  to  be  turned  away.  Anyone  under 
the  influence  of  alcohol  or  drugs  is  not  allowed  admittance.  "This  is  one  of  the  hardest  tasks 
of  the  volunteer.”  admits  Ms.  Simonson,  who  was  herself  a volunteer  for  six  months  before 
taking  over  the  directorship. 

The  warmth  and  efficiency  of  the  shelter  is  marvelous,  and  it’s  been  done  without  any 
assistance  from  the  Department  of  Social  Services.  The  clumsy  bureaucracy  of  the  DDS  is 
supposed  to  provide  local  shelters  with  money,  but  it  has  proven  to  be  completely  inept.  The 
Mayor’s  Homeless  Task  Force  has  also  done  nothing  except  "have  meetings". 

The  Dolores  Shelter  has  only  one  paid  staff  member,  the  gorgeous,  effervescent,  twen- 
ty-four year  old  Ms.  Simonson.  How  does  she  do  it?  Volunteers.  Does  she  need  more? 
"Yes!" 

The  volunteer  responsibilities  include  picking  up  the  food,  preparing  the  meals,  as- 
sisting with  evening  activities  and  staffing  the  shelter  overnight.  Ms.  Simonson  describes 
the  work  as  "challenging  and  interesting!  The  stories  these  men  have  are  incredible." 

The  volunteers  come  from  a wide  variety  of  backgrounds.  Spanish  is  not  a necessary 
ability,  because  many  sheltered  at  Dolores  would  rather  practice  their  English. 

Anyone  interested  in  assisting  this  excellent  local  organization  should  call  Heidi 
Simonson  immediately.  She  is  looking  for  people  who  can  volunteer  once  a week,  or  once 
every  two  weeks.  The  office  phone  is  861-5426,  and  the  office  hours  are  9-6  Monday  through 
Friday. 
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formal  wear 


1211  SUTTER  STREET 
6730626 


2093  MISSION  STREET 
5527613 


FOSTER  PARENTS  NEEDED 


Structured,  caring  homes  needed  for  children/ieens  with  troubled  histories.  Team 
approach/Gcncrous  payments.  Call  Rose  Ann.  AFS  - 239-2900. 


NOTINGHAM  COOP  ALUMNI 


Nottingham  by  the  Bay  calling  all  Bay  Area  and  visiting  alumni  of  Nottingham  Co- 
op, Madison.  Wisconsin,  for  a traditional  co-  op  Thanksgiving  1 1/22/87.  Call  552-4963 
for  details. 
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nuthentk  Vietnamese  Cuisine 


2845  Mission  ot  24th  SL 
Son  Francisco,  CR  V411 0 
Phone:  (415)285-4455 


Mon-Thu:  1 1 RM  - 9:30  PM 
Fri-Sob  11  RM  - 10  PM 
Sundoys:  4:30  PM  - 9:30  PM 


BETWEEN  24th  and  25th  ST. 


Excellent  food  at  very  reasonable  prices 

• Sauteed  lemon  grass  chicken  • Coconut-curry  beef 
Spicy  prawns  • Chicken  rice  in  clay  pot 
An  exciting  variety  of  vegetarian  dishes 
•Coconut-curried  black  mushrooms 
•Vegetarian  imperiai  roiis  & much  more 


1/Ve  invite  you  to  experience  an  authentic 
Vietnamese  luncheon  and  dinner  at: 


MINH  GRRDEN 


MasterCard 


Don't  let  the  real  estate  barons  su prise  us. 

Tell  your  friends  to  vote  on  December  8th. 
Tell  your  neighbors  to  vote  on  December  8th. 


If  you  care  about  affordable  housing, 
sensible  city  planning,  and  our  urban  enviroment. 
If  you  care  about  the  future  of  the  Mission , 
there  is  oniy  one  choice  . 

Art  Agnos 


ART  AGNOS 
FOR  MAYOR 


remember  to  vot^  on 
December  8th!!!!! 


To  Volunteer,  go  down  to  Agnos  Hdqts.,  666  Mission  St. 

Paid  for  by  Jory  Thomas,  Aroza  Helton,  Richard  Galkowskl,  Ken  Trey,  David  Spero,  Alfredo  Rodriguez, 
Mickey  Sampson,  Haymarket  Democratic  Club,  and  Mission  Friends  of  Art  Agnos 
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FAREWELL  continued  from  page  1 

was  sending  Diriy  Frank  in  for  her  blood  money. 

A few  days  after  the  Lembi  signs  appeared,  Mission  residents  awoke  to  a tour  de 
force  in  craffitti  art  stretching  one  hundred  feet  long  on  the  building  abutting  the  Pit. 
Amidst  the  words  "Landlord  Arson  - Gartland  Apts.  1975"  rats  danced  in  filigree  names. 
The  revelers’  enthusiasm  had  spread  to  the  four  adjoining  billbo^ds...  one  Liquor  Bam 
sign  being  transformed  into  a gigantic  "Exploit  Tenants  - Get  Whatever  You  Want.  In 
the  following  week,  the  Pit  became  the  most  photographed  and  talked  at»ut  sue  in  the 
city,  and  was  praised  by  the  late  Thomas  Albright  in  the  Chronicle  as  the  finest  mural  of 
its  kind."  Th^  own^r  hired  hoodlums  to  black  over  the  messages_andthebi^^  were 


rcplaccd^mMradmornlane^^  Pit  soon  became  the  focal  point  of  a wide 
variety  of  political  and  absurdist  art  statements  and  performances.  These  events  spawned 
a new  drive  to  wrest  the  Pit  from  the  unpleasant  Mrs.  Presani.  A complicated  senes  of 
negotiauons  ensued,  the  exact  nature  of  which  are  still  unclear,  but  the  end  result  was  Mis- 
sion Housing  winding  up  with  the  site.  In  my  opinion,  the  high-profUe  ruckus  and  graf- 
fiili  assault  had  the  effect  of  lowering  the  Pit’s  property  value  to  zero...  tactics  which  might 
be  employed  to  break  the  deadlock  at  The  Farm  (see  story^this  issued 


Photo  by  Fuminori  Sato 

Since  1983,  there  have  been  more  insiallatins.  statuary,  graffitli  and  performance 
pieces  in  the  Pit  than  there  is  space  to  mention.  Three  of  the  very  best  were  the  Uncon- 
vention  film  screening  during  1984’s  DemCon,  the  performance  piece  by  'Contraband 
which  drew  500  people  in  1986,  and  Shred  of  Dignity’s  groundbreaking  ceremony  this 
September  (cut  short  by  overzealous  cops).  So  it  is  with  mixed  emotions  that  the  News 
awaits  construction  at  the  Pit.  It  is  a place  darkened  by  the 

memory  of  the  worst  of  which  human  beings  are  capable  and,  at  the  same  lime, 
overlaid  with  memories  of  the  most  worthwhile  elements  of  the  human  animal;  erealiviiy, 
spunk  and  humor. 

Goodbye  old  Pit! 


■c 

beautifully  maintained  furnished  rooms  for  rent  in 
the  sunny  mission.  24  HOUR  SECURITY.  FULL  TIME 
manager.  TELEPHONE  ANSWERING  SERVICE.  LAUNDRY 
FACILITIES  AND  DAY  ROOMS.  CLOSE  TO  SHOPPING  AND 
all  FORMS  OF  PUBLIC  TRANSPORTATION.^  ALL  UTILITIE 
INCLUDED,  EXCEPT  TELEPHONE. 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION;  861  2533 


ARCHIVAL  MATTING 

Poster  Nonntiiig 

We-U-Wah! 


Open 

Mon-Thurs 

11- 7 

TriW'*  -Sat 
10-6 
Open  Sunday 

12- 5 


FABRIC  AND  FRENCH  MATS  • NEEDLEWORK  • DEEP  BEVELS 
SHADOW  BOXES  • ANTIQUE  & CONTEMPORARY  PRINTS,  etc. 


0T  do-it-yourself 
CUSTOM  FRAMING  GALLERY 
920  Valencia,  SF  94110 


t 


Offer  expires 
Nov,  30. 1987 


(415)826-2321 


THE  FARM  continued  from  page  1 

its  elimination  of  the  marginalized. 

"Urban  fanners  rightfully  fall  in  this  category.  It  is  probably  safe  to  say  that  all  arts 
groups  in  the  city  are  feeling  this  marginalization  and  many  face  elimination  as  well. 

"Children  from  Potrero  Hill,  for  awhile,  cared  for  their  own  urban  fann  in  the  hous- 
ing project  where  they  lived  with  their  own  rabbits,  chickens  and  ducks  loaned  to  them 
by  The  Farm.  Some  of  these  same  kids  took  music  classes,  made  a children’s  circus,  went 
fishing,  made  ceramics,  films  and  a greenhouse  with  their  adult  friends  at  The  Farm. 

"The  past  shall  speak  for  itself.  The  memories  of  great  shows,  one  time  experien- 
ces that  only  happen  at  that  place  will  remain  with  us.  The  Farm  is  a part  of  San  Francis- 
co and  now  a part  of  San  Francisco  history." 

This  reporter  did  not  make  an  attempt  to  contact  the  owner.  This  was  not  because 
the  owner’s  position  is  meaningless,  but  only  that  it  seemed  safe  to  assume  it  would  dif- 
fer significantly  and  that  it  would  be  told  by  other  means.  It  was  also  an  act  of  courtesy. 
Recent  weeks  and  months  have  brought  many  meetings  and  phone  calls  on  all  sides  of 
The  Farm  issue.  Various  resources  have  rallied,  attempts  to  reach  and  obtain  support  from 
government  officials  ahve  had  little  effect.  The  sentiments  expressed  by  the  situation  are 
well  enough  understood  by  concerned  people,  but  there  was  not  much,  if  any,  additional 
direct  action  to  thwart  the  eviction  by  whatever  means  coming  from  ranking  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people. 


At  City  Hall,  Kush  was  singing,  the  sky  darkened  slowly,  very  light  rain  blew  in, 
the  goat  left  a deposiL  The  deposit  was  respectfully  removed  by  a demonstrator.  Kush 
was  singing: 

"Hold  Fast  To  Our  Lands 
To  Our  Sacred  Ways 
Spirit  Dance 
Spirit  Dance 
Spirit  Dance 

You  Are  Losing  Your  Heart  San  Francisco 
You  Are  Losing  Your  Heart  San  Francisco 
Hold  Fast  To  Our  Lands 
Did  You  Stand  For  Your  Land 
Did  You  Stand  For  Your  Land 
Greed  Is  Taking  My  Home  Away 
Creed  Is  Killing  Culture 
Time  To  Wake  Up” 

Kush  kept  singing.  Civil  servants  mixed  with  citizens  on  business,  it  was  their  lunch 
hour.  A few  stopped,  a very  few.  Most  passed  by  quietly,  as  if  paying  last  respects  to  a 
public  supsersiar  in  the  nearby  Rotunda,  quietly  moving  up  and  down  the  stairs,  up  and 
down  the  sidewalk,  rain  coming  in  from  the  northwest  Kush  kept  singing.  A former  Su- 


pervisor, Mr.  Lee  Dolson,  passed  by.  Current  Supervisor  Jim  Gonzalez  paused  at  the  top 
of  the  stairs,  looked  at  the  demonstration  and  seemed  troubled,  quietly  troubled.  A Su- 
pervisor has  many  matters  to  think  of,  all  at  once.  Kush  was  video  taping,  demonstrators 
had  begun  to  depart.  Small  quiet  groups.  The  rain,  the  farmer’s  elixir  of  life,  began  to 
intensify.  Spirit  danced  up  to  the  sky  and  got  cleansing,  purifying,  cooling,  nourishing, 
wetting. 

The  Farm  had  a long  history  of  disputes,  according  to  our  source,  with  the  owner 
and  other  tenants  at  1499  Potrero  Avenue.  It  is  reportedly  an  issue  of  a lifestyle  practised 
by  "members"  of  The  Farm  coming  into  conflict  with  certain  other  programs  that  began 
to  evolve  on  the  site.  The  Farm’s  issues  have  apparently  not  had  much  effect  on  the  art- 
ist tenants  not  part  of  the  group.  Their  negotiations  are  said  to  have  been  independent 
from  The  Farm  and  may  not  be  rightly  associated.  Prior  attempts  to  arbitrate  seem  to  have 
failed  in  resolving  the  differences. 

Whether  The  Farm  is  a place  or  a group  or  a concept  worthy  of  survival  and  deserv- 
ing of  extraordinary  measures  at  this  time  may  not  be  within  our  power  to  solve  or  even 
understand.  We  need  a farm  in  this  city,  not  many  would  disagree  with  that.  It  may  even 
be  possible  for  The  Farm  to  return  to  the  farm  on  Potrero  Avenue. 

The  Fat  Lady  is  filling  her  lungs,  and  is  about  to  sing.  Whether  the  Opera  will  be 
over  when  she  is  done  pretty  much  depends  on  what  song  she  chooses.  If  she  is  the  spirit 
of  impartial  justice,  then  we  will  all  have  to  absorb  her  verdict,  no  matter  what  it  finally 
is.  It  is  very  difficult  to  be  insightful  without  being  inciting,  on  any  side. 

- by  Michael  S.  Bell 
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DEVELOPING  THE  MISSION 


by  Duke  Cresifield 

Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation  has  been  quietly  building  and  rehabbing 
low-income  housing,  and  only  low-incomc  housing,  for  1 5 years.  That  all  changed  this  year. 
In  a controversial  reorganization,  leadership  was  taken  away  from  long  term  Executive 
Director  John  Bourne  and  Deputy  Director  Jose  Wheelock.  Then  the  organization  was 
singed  by  the  school  district  asbestos  and  bidding  scandal,  with  accusations  of  improper 
campaign  contributions.  At  the  same  time,  MHDC  established  itself  as  an  energetic  and  im- 
aginative developer  fora  broad  range  of  non-profit  groups  and  widened  its  scope  to  include 
community  economic  development  as  well  as  housing. 

The  new  Director,  or  Chief  Executive  Officer  as  he  likes  to  be  called,  is  Ben  Martinez. 
He  was  a Sol  Alinsky-trained  radical  in  the  sixties  who  helped  start  the  Mission  Coalition 
Organization,  the  body  which  spawned  Mission  Housing  and  a dozen  other  community  non- 
profits from  the  Model  Cities  program.  His  career  as  an  activist  was  cut  short  by  a Karen 
Silkwood-type  "accident"  between  his  motorcycle  and  a pickup  truck  with  no  license  plates. 
He  went  on  to  a career  in  real  estate  and  property  management  in  his  native  Los  Angeles. 


BEN  MARTINEZ 


Since  his  return  to  the  Mission  scene  in  January,  Ben  has  earned  a reputation  for  having 
the  finesse  of  a charging  rhino.  In  his  first  few  months,  he  shook  up  most  of  the  agencies 
and  non-profits  that  dealt  with  him.  "We’ve  got  to  get  back  to  community  power  and  neigh- 
borhood control.  We  can’t  wail  for  the  government  to  come  up  with  the  solutions.  We  have 
to  create  our  own  programs  and  gel  the  bureaucrats  to  accept  them  because  they  work,"  he 
says. 

The  organization  has  definitely  started  taking  the  word  "Development"  in  its  name 
seriously.  Shrinking  Reagan  housing  funding  had  set  the  organization  in  a pattern  of  slow 
atrophy.  Its  goal  had  been  to  weather  the  cuts  in  hopes  of  increased  funding  under  the  next 
administration.  Fee  work  and  market  rale  development  were  viewed  as  a means  of  surviv- 
ing and  preserving  key  technical  staff  for  a possible  future  return  of  increased  social  program 
spending. 

The  new  strategy  is  to  control  development  in  the  Mission  and  mitigate  ill  effects  by 
actively  participating  in  many  types  of  projects.  The  results  aren’t  always  100%  politically 
correct,  but  the  net  benefit  to  the  community  is  increased.  One  of  the  basic  techniques  is  to 
combine  housing  with  just  about  everything,  including  parking  garages,  commercial 
developments  and  schools.  There  are  so  few  housing  opportunity  sites  left  in  the  area,  so  it 
is  important  not  to  lose  them. 

Funding  low-income  housing  has  never  been  easy , but  it  has  become  much  more  com- 
plex and  difficult  in  recent  years.  "Money  pops  up  and  you  have  to  have  a project  ready  to 
grab  it,"  Ben  says.  "The  Gartland  Apartments  were  like  that.  We  had  two  months  to  pack- 
age a fully  committed  project"  The  Gartland  is  also  a good  example  of  the  compromise. 
To  make  it  work.  MHDC  had  to  reduce  the  very-low  income  component  to  40%  and  go  into 
partnership  with  a fast  food  chain.  Funding  is  coming  from  five  different  sources:  grants 
from  Community  Development  Block  Grants  and  HUD’s  Housing  Development  Grants; 
special  mortgage  financing  from  Wells-Fargo,  as  a result  of  its  takeover  of  Crocker;  sale  of 
Low-Income  Housing  Tax  Credits;  and  MHDC’s  own  equity. 

The  mainstay  of  MHDC’s  activities,  though,  is  helping  low-income  tenants  and 
property  owners  in  the  Mission  through  a variety  of  loan  and  grant  programs.  Helen  Kim  is 
the  Rehab  Officer  in  charge  of  these  programs.  "People  think  that  the  money’s  all  gone,  so 
they  don’t  even  bother  to  ask.  We  have  a lot  less  to  work  with,  but  our  biggest  difficulty  is 
with  marketing,"  she  says.  The  process  has  been  streamlined,  and  there  are  half  a dozen 
programs  for  families,  seniors,  investor-owners  and  other  individuals.  "It’s  been  especially 
difficult  getting  the  word  out  on  the  Rental  Rehab  program.  It’s  a grant  for  investor  owners, 
but  we  get  very  few  applications."  Helen  says.  It  also  provides  tenants  with  Section  8 sub- 
sidy vouchers. 

Ben  is  enthusiastic  about  the  future.  We’re  becoming  a full-fledged  Community 
Development  Corporation,  rather  than  just  a Housing  Development  Corporation,"  he  says. 
"We  just  hired  a full-time  Economic  EJevelopment  Specialist,  and  are  attacking  the  big  pic- 
ture”. High  on  the  list  of  priorities  is  controlling  development  of  the  North-East  Industrial 
Zone  (NEIZ).  MHDC  views  this  as  an  area  that  employs  neighborhood  people,  and  which 
contains  sensitive  housing  opportunity  sites  on  its  fringe.  "We  want  to  encourage  economic 
development  that  benefits  the  Mission  District  without  causing  the  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial versions  of  gentrification.” 

With  the  stock  market  crash  focusing  attention  on  the  budget  deficit,  funding  problems 
aren't  likely  to  get  better.  Mission  Housing  is  responding  by  creating  its  own  solutions  and 
expanding  its  scope  of  activities  and  productivity.  They  can  be  reached  at  21 1 1 Mission, 
#301  or  by  calling  864-6432. 


Photo  by  Fuminori  Sato 
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THE  MEMORIES 

HOW  THE  MISSION  VOTED 


Art  Agnos  captured  over  half  the  vole  in  eighteen  precincts  in  the  North  Mission. 
He  collected  2,540  votes,  or  66%  of  the  total,  as  compared  to  48%  citywide.  John 
Molinari,  who  collected  17%  in  the  North  Mission  compared  to  25%,  and  Roger  Boas, 
who  collected  only  9%  compared  to  22%  did  worse  here,  but  Warren  Hinckle  picked  up 
5%  compared  to  3%  citywide. 

Agnos.  Molinari  and  Boas  finished  1 .2,3  in  every  precinct  except  for  two  neighbor- 
hoods around  the  Dovre  Club  where  Hinckle  topped  Boas  and  almost  matched  "the  Mole". 

In  City  propositions,  the  North  Mission  voted  unanimously  against  the  7ih  and 
Townsend  Stadium  (Prop.  W,  which  went  down  to  defeat),  and  in  favor  of  district  elec- 
tions (Prop.  P.  which  failed  citywidc). 

Voter  turnout  averaged  about  10%  less  than  that  of  the  rest  of  the  City.  Getting 
their  supporters  out  of  their  chairs  and  into  the  polls  will  be  all  important  to  the  two  finalists 
Agnos  and  Molinari  when  their  rematch  is  held  on  December  8th.  Many  voters  are  ex- 
pected to  vote  by  absentee  ballot.  For  absentee  information,  call  the  Registrar  at  554- 
4399. 

community  meeting 

The  leading  candidates  both  stayed  away  from  the  North  Mission’s  forum  earlier 
in  October,  prompting  NMA  President  David  Spero  to  apologize  to  the  over  50  people  in 
attendance  for  the  front-runners’  "insulting"  behaviour.  John  Molinari’s  campaign  said 
the  Supervisor  was  out  of  town;  actually  he  was  at  a lucrative  fund-raiser.  Art  Agnos  did 
send  a substitute  who  told  the  group  that  the  Assemblyman  had  been  called  to  a labor 
council  dinner  "without  his  knowledge”. 

Given  their  opening  and  opportunity,  five  other  candidates  used  the  meeting  to  prof- 
fer thoughts  and  platforms  that  will  never  become  reality  (unless,  as  often  happens,  they 
are  adopted  by  one  of  the  front  runners). 

Roger  Boas  attacked  Molinari  for  "mucking  up"  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  celebra- 
tion and  didn’t  think  Agnos  could  handle  San  Francisco’s  budget.  He  did  not  make  friends 
by  backing  away  from  supporting  rent  control  on  vacant  housing  but  promised  to  crack 
down  on  illegal  evictions.  Someone  asked  him  what  he  thought  were  just  grounds  for 
eviction.  Boas  thought  about  this  and  then  declared  "Wild  parties!" 

Cesar  Ascarrunz,  besides  attacking  Agnos  and  the  Mole  for  raising  too  much  money, 
criticized  Boas’  ten  years  as  Chief  Administrative  Officer  and  blasted  the  media  for  ig- 
noring his  campaign  suggestions  such  as  deploying  vacant  schools  to  house  the  homeless. 
'Tm  abusinessman,"  he  said  when  asked  about  his  qualifications.  "I’ve  done  725  benefits 
in  9 years." 

Melissa  Ehman,  allowed  to  speak  by  a vote  of  the  group,  spent  her  lime  attacking 
a North  Mission  News  columnist  for  what  she  perceived  as  unfair  coverage  of  the  Peace 
and  Freedom  Party  platform’s  emphasis  on  national  and  international  issues. " Agnew  and 
Nixon  were  made  to  resign  and  Democrats  are  only  covering  for  Reagan. 

Warren  Hinckle  propounded  the  most  creative  proposals...  yanking  Homeless  Hot- 
line Hotel  contracts  from  Patel  hotels  like  the  Apollo  and  All  Star,  turning  Alcatraz  into 
a casino  and  the  Presidio  into  a day  care  center.  He  also  promised  to  name  the  commis- 
sioners he  would  appoint  a week  before  the  election...  a campaign  promise  that  failed  to 
materialize. 

The  debate  concluded  with  Ellis  Keyes  proposing  legislation  that  would  require 
every  public  servant  to  get  on  their  knees.  "Homes  for  the  homeless,  jobs  for  the  un- 
employed.” he  said  as  people,  bustling  and  talking  after  Hinckle’s  presentation,  left  the 
room.  "Life  is  a party...  spread  the  good  news." 

After  the  meeting  it  was  learned  that  his  filing  fee  check  had  bounced,  and  City  At- 
torney Louise  Renne  declared  that  votes  for  Keyes  would  not  be  counted.  San  Francis- 
co, consequently,  missed  a golden  opportunity  to  insiiluie  anarchy  by  electing  a Mayor 
not  allowed  to  out  serve  his  term.  As  fw  the  rest  of  the  "also-rans",  some  already  find 
themselves  more  dcsireable  (by  one  or  both  of  the  endorsement-seeking  finalists)  in  defeat 
than  they  were  by  the  voters  November  3rd. 

We’ll  soon  sec  whether  Agnos  or  Molinari  is  the  first  one  to  endorse  that  Alcatraz 
casino...  and  claim  credit  for  the  plan! 
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THE  SANDWICH  SIGN  WAR 


Some  weeks  ago,  on  my  way  home  from  work,  a crisis  made  ilself  evident  and  un- 
avoidable. I live  between  24th  and  25ih  Streets  on  Mission,  and  I have  become  friends 
with  many  of  the  neighborhood  businesses  in  this  locale.  Since  I also  write  for  this  paper 
and  work  with  advertising  for  these  entities,  I suppose  I was  the  first  person  that  they 
would  go  to  for  help.  Here  is  how  the  scenario  developed  in  what  I choose  to  call  "the 
sandwich  board  war". 

It  seems  that,  on  a particular  day  a few  weeks  ago,  the  police  came  through  our  street 
to  enforce  a city  law  against  sandwich  boards.  To  some  of  the  business  owners  this  came 
as  a surprise,  since  they  had  not  been  aware  that  such  a law  was  in  existence.  All  of  a 
sudden,  their  contact  with  the  walking  public  disappeared  and  they  immediately  felt  a loss 
of  trade,  for  some,  a 75%  loss.  This  is  serious  if  you’re  a small  business  owner  in  any 
city,  and  means  that  you  would  probably  go  out  of  business  within  a year  of  enforcement 
of  such  a law. 

Regardless  of  the  complicated  issues,  the  end  product  is  still  the  same;  the  death  of 
neighborhood  small  business  and  a future  neighborhood  in  a state  of  decline,  prey  to  chain/ 
franchise  concerns  who  can  afford  more  expensive  advertising  than  sandwich  boards  can 
provide...  i.e.:  television,  billboards,  radio,  etc...  which  we  all  know  are  the  insufferable 
results  of  large  commercial  enterprise  and  the  capitalist  system;  necessary  to  some  extent 
in  order  to  gel  the  message  across,  but  overused  without  discrimination  or  intelligence. 

I had  seen  these  indications  of  decay  all  over  the  world,  never  stepped  forward  to 
speak  my  piece  or  take  responsibility  for  the  pan  I had  played  in  my  "communities"  and 
now,  finally,  the  pressure  was  on  me  to  either  react  and  lend  a hand  to  my  neighbors  in 
this  crisis  or  the  alternative,  to  keep  on  walking  home,  close  my  door,  and  let  the  "chips 
fall  as  they  may".  I could  feel  the  seed  of  the  cancer  sprouting,  and  the  only  way  to  ap- 
proach the  problem  was  to  get  the  real  facts  and  see  what  could  be  done  on  a positive 
level.  This  is  what  I found  out  through  a telephone  interview  with  Captain  Brush,  head 
of  the  Mission  Police  Station,  and  Officer  Ratii,  his  public  relations  officer  who,  I might 
add.  came  off  as  thoughtful  caring  men,  willing  to  help  in  whatever  way  the  law  allowed, 
even  to  the  point  of  compromise. 

Some  years  ago,  when  then  City  Supervisor  Quentin  Kopp  was  with  us  as  a city  fel- 
low. he  received  communication  from  a city  resident  who  is  blind.  This  man,  rightly  so. 
felt  harrassed  by  the  obstructions  in  his  way  as  he  tried,  with  great  difficulty  to  manouver 
the  city  sidewalks...  the  sandwich  boards  being  his  main  complaint  Through  his  contact, 
a city  law  was  enacted  outlawing  sandwich  boards. 

Now.  let  us  look  at  the  blind  man’s  situation  on  a realistic  level.  He  had  a right  to 
ask  for  help,  but  the  street  has  more  obstacles  than  sandwich  boards,  i.e.  newspaper  stands, 
^ city  trash  cans,  parking  meters,  trees.  OK,  he  still  has  to  oul-navigate  these  obstacles  and 
the  city  is  not  about  to  eliminate  its  own  revenue. 

Now,  let’s  look  at  the  small  business  viewpoint  They  are  going  under  at  a rapid 
rate,  partly  due  to  the  loss  of  eye  contact  for  what  they  have  to  sell  to  the  walking  traffic 
moving  back  and  forth  in  front  of  their  doors.  All  of  a sudden...  real  crisis!  So  what  do 
they  do?  They  pul  the  sandwich  boards  out  anyway,  out  on  the  curb  next  to  the  parking 
meters,  which  calls  attention  to  them  when  any  neighbomood  police  officer  is  passing.  If 
they  had  kept  the  size  of  these  little  pyramids  down  to  an  acceptable  height  and  width. 


and  close  to  the  front  of  their  property,  they  probably  could  have  avoided  such  attention. 
The  blind  man  docs  have  the  right  to  navigate  without  injury  to  himself.  Try  being  blind 
fora  day  and  you’ll  sec  his  viewpoint,  however  narrow.  Desperation  is  behind  many  well- 
meant  and  ineffective  laws  in  this  land  of  opportunity. 

Now  here  comes  a whole  other  factor  not  yet  brought  into  this  picture  of  difficul- 
ties. Along  come  two  neighborhood  associations...  out  of  the  "blue".  I might  add...  who 
never  asked  these  businesses  on  Mission  Street  for  their  cooperation  or  opinion,  and  yet 
say  they  represent  neighborhood  business.  And  I take  this  information  directly  from  Cap- 
tain Brush. 

Pointedly,  Mary  Hardin  of  the  South  Mission  Association  (a  repeated  complainant) 
and  the  Mission  Merchants’  Association,  both  of  which  have  protested  personally  and  by 
letter  to  Captain  Brush  about  "pyramids"  as  they  are  called. 

According  to  Captain  Brush,  he  would  not  have  gone  out  of  his  way  to  enforce  the 
law  if  he  had  not  been  so  contacted.  What  I feel  a personal  resentment  about  is  an  age 
old  feeling.  These  people  did  not  have  the  decency  or  take  the  time  to  speak  to  the  in- 
dividual business  owners  about  a possible  solution  before  they  logged  their  complaint, 
and  they  claim  to  represent  businesses  who  don’t  belong  to  their  respective  organizations. 
Sounds  like  squealer  to  me.  I can’t  help  it,  there  is  a great  inequality  here  and,  no  mat- 
ter how  loudly  these  people  who  profess  to  represent  their  victims  holler  after  reading  this 
afticle,  they  are  still  responsible  for  their  irresponsible,  ineffective  and  dangerous  actions 
in  regard  to  this  issue.  So  go  ahead  and  complain  to  my  editor,  but  these  are  the  facts  and 
they  have  some  on-ihe-carpet  explaining  to  do,  and  some  real  backtracking  to  gain  any 
kind  of  cooperation  from  Mission  business  owners  at  this  time. 

On  a positive  level,  there  is  a compromise  possible  according  to  Captain  Brush. 

If  the  businesses  who  want  sandwich  boards  would  keep  these  little  advertising 
vehicles  to  24  inches  in  width  and  place  them  up  against  their  doorways  (I  know,  not 
much,  but  a foot  back  in  the  door  and  anything  will  help,  etc.),  then  the  police  department 
might  be  willing  to  go  along  and  work  on  the  side  of  small  business  in  regards  to  the  whole 
issue. 


In  closing,  prehaps  the  most  important  issue  here  is  a certain  kind  of  neighborhood 
flavor  and  freedom  of  speech,  the  basic  principles  ourcountry’s  laws  are  built  on.  An  an- 
cient Chinese  philosopher  (sorry,  can’t  remember  his  name)  once  said  "TOO  MANY 
LAWS.  CIVILIZATION  COLLAPSE."  Michele  Bolcyn 
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One  of  the  most  disturbing  trends  in  our  neighborhood  and  every  part  of  this  city  is 
what  could  be  called  the  ”Los  Angelesation"  of  San  Francisco.  The  prevailing  mode  of 
thought  for  many  seems  to  be:  I’ve  got  my  car,  my  garage  space,  2 VCR’s,  what  else  do  I 
need.  Contact  with  strangers?  No.  Walk  down  the  streets  of  my  neighborhood?  Never. 
Fortress  San  Francisco.  Yes,  there  are  more  and  more  people  walking  up  and  down  16th 
Street  to  hang  out  in  the  cafes,  go  to  the  Roxie  or  to  get  a bite  to  eat.  On  the  other  hand,  going 
door  to  door  recently  made  me  realize  the  huge  numbers  of  people  who  adopt  that  LA  mode: 
if  I’m  not  at  work  or  at  home.  I’m  in  my  car.  Folks  - if  you  want  to  live  in  suburbia,  by  all 
means  move  there.  Cities  are  about  coming  in  contact  with  lots  of  different  types  of  people 
and  lots  of  different  cultures.  If  riding  MUNI  or  walking  the  streets  in  our  neighborhood  is 
inherently  alienating  to  you,  perhaps  the  Mission  is  not  for  you.  If  you  prefer  Safeway  to 
our  neighborhood  small  businesses,  it’s  your  loss.  Above  all.  where  possible,  abandon  your 
cars.  The  ultimate  grotesque  symbol  of  this  century’s  alienation  of  man  from  nature.  If  this 
stand  sounds  a little  bit  too  preachy  and  strident,  so  be  it  This  city  and  our  neighborhood  is 
being  overwhelmed  with  cars.  If  San  Francisco  is  to  make  it  to  the  next  century  with  some 
degree  of  sanity  and  livability,  we  must  reduce  automobile  use  and  stick  to  a transit  first 
policy.  Pedestrian  Power. 

Neighborhood  culture;  by  the  lime  you  read  diis.  the  Farm  may  have  been  evicted.  No 
one  knows  if  the  owner  of  the  building  is  serious  about  selling  or  leasing  the  space  to 
ARTSDECO,  a non-profit  arts  group.  Perhaps  the  school,  the  artists’  studio  space  and  maybe 
even  the  animals  will  be  allowed  to  stay.  To  me,  the  focal  point  of  the  Farm  for  the  last  two 
years  has  been  the  music.  It’s  very  doubtful  we’ll  see  many  shows  at  the  Farm  in  the  future. 
It  was  the  best  place  in  the  last  decade  to  see  bands.  Unpretentious,  comfortable,  open  to  all 
ages,  different  types  of  music,  host  to  numerous  benefits,  the  Farm  was  it! ! 

The  Mission  is  home  to  many  bands,  and  the  Farm  became  a living  room  extension 
for  many.  Some  of  my  favorites...  MDC,  Verbal  Abuse,  Celebrity  Skin,  the  Dicks  and,  above 
all,  Frightwig.  There  were  a lot  of  good  shows.  Let’s  not  forget  Snakefinger,  Flipper  and  the 
DK’s.  Love  them  all.  DOA  loo.  Thank  you  Farm:  I wish  I could  be  more  optimistic.  One 
has  to  be  mistrustful  of  out-of-town  wealthy  landlords,  particularly  those  who  worship  the 
false  God  society  calls  Art. 


Photo  by  Charles  Canzaler 

Talk  about  neighborhood  culture.  Quite  an  enjoyable  time  was  had  by  all  at  the  Nt  'v 
World  Tree  Mural  celebration  on  October  25lh.  The  mural  is  on  the  front  side  of  the  Mis- 
sion Playground  Poll  (19ih  Street  between  Valencia  and  Guerrero).  Check  this  mural  out.  It 
is  one  of  the  best  Joining  artists  Juana  Alicia,  Susan  Cervantes  and  Raul  Martinez  was  the 
Aztec  danzantes  XipeToiec  who  got  the  diverse  crowd  to  join  hands  and  dance  in  a celebra- 
tion of  life.  Thank  you  Juana,  Susan  and  Raul. 

Overheard  at  the  Mural  celebration:  Supervisor  Jim  Gonzalez  is  gelling  impatient  with 
the  Mission  Armory  Film  Studio  project.  Gonzalez  is  wondering  whether  developer  Greg 
Snazelle  can  raise  the  estimated  12  million  dollars  to  make  the  project  happen.  Jim,  so  are 
we.  Gonzalez  did  voice  support  for  previous  sentiments  echoed  at  North  Mission  Associa- 
tion meetings  that  every  effort  must  be  made  to  contain  all  film  related  work  inside  the  build- 
ing to  prevent  film  services  from  displacing  small  businesses  and  residential  tenants. 

On  the  Mayor’s  race:  Thank  you,  Warren  Hinckle.  A breath  of  fresh  air,  water  or  fire... 
take  your  pick.  He  stole  the  show  at  the  North  Mission  Association  candidate’s  night  with 
his  cogent  analysis  of  the  city’s  power  structure.  Some  of  his  proposals  were  damn  good. 


Yes,  Alcatraz  should  be  a casino,  producing  millions  for  the  city.  Yes,  we  should  kick  the 
Army  out  of  the  Presidio.  He’s  fighting  against  the  new  puritanism  sweeping  the  land.  Over 
the  last  twenty  years,  his  journalistic  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  have  nois  in  society  is  a record 
very  few  can  match. 

Warren,  it  is  loo  bad  you  have  adopted  reflex,  shilling  for  Kopp’s  positions  on  develop- 
ment and  environmental  issues.  Speaking  of  Kopp,  he  is  to  be  commended  for  his  attempts 
to  repeal  the  regressive  utilities  tax. 

The  run-off  is  upon  us.  At  this  stage  of  the  campaign,  the  entire  city  is  wearing 
earplugs.  There  is  a clear  difference  between  the  candidates.  Vole  on  December  8ih  and  tell 
your  apolitical  friends  to  get  to  the  polls  also. 
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Neighbors 

Here  we  are  right  in  the  middle  of  autumn  with  Thanksgiving  coming  up  fast.  If 
you  haven’t  started  your  holiday  shopping  yet,  it’s  a good  lime  to  check  the  sales  and  spe- 
cials in  the  neighborhood.  If  you  start  buying  presents,  taking  photos  for  holiday  cards 
and  laying  in  enlcriainmcni  supplies  now,  the  holiday  season  will  find  you  with  more  time 
to  enjoy  it  than  to  bemoan  iL  If  you’re  on  a light  budget,  remember  that  homemade  gifts 
and  cards  or  gifts  of  services  you  can  provide  arc  especially  loving  presents.  If  the  holiday 
season  traditionally  freaks  you  out  and  upsets  the  whole  family,  remember  that  you  don’t 
have  to  participate.  If  you’ve  got  a family,  make  or  buy  a few  delightful  surprises  for  the 
kids  well  in  advance  so  you're  not  rpessured  at  the  last  minute.  Hang  the  traditional 
Christmas  tree  ornaments  on  a houseplanl,  make  something  special  for  the  holiday  meal, 
read  some  stories  aloud  that  are  special  to  the  holiday  and  just  ignore  the  rest  of  the  hoopla 
and  uauma.  We  don’t  have  to  live  our  lives  by  advertising  standards,  and  it  often  ends 
up  more  fun  to  refuse. 

I just  got  back  from  the  East  Coast  so  I’ve  got  more  to  say  about  that  than  about  the 
neighborhood.  I went  to  Washington  D.C.  to  check  out  the  National  March  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights.  It  was  great  I didn't  make  the  mass  wedding,  but  Severa  was  there  and 
came  back  married  to  23  new  mates.  Washington  was  delightfully  filled  with  fags  and 
dykes:  I do  believe  there  were  more  than  half  a million.  Dupont  Circle  was  a constant 
party,  and  the  most  impressive  aspect  was  the  composition  of  those  converged:  These 
were  just  ordinary,  everyday  people,  not  the  cloned  stereotypes  of  fags  and  dykes  so  often 
used  to  represent  the  whole  gay  population.  They  came  by  caravan,  by  thumb,  by  foot, 
by  train,  bus  and  plane  from  every  part  of  the  country.  I met  one  woman  about  60  years 
old  who  came  to  the  March  from  Albuquerque  on  her  first  vacation  in  seventeen  years. 
There  were  teenagers  from  Ohio,  college  students  from  Boston,  teachers  from  Minnesota, 
trade  unionists  from  Alabama  --  every  kind  and  color  and  class  of  people  you  could  im- 
agine from  big  cities  and  tiny  little  towns  all  over  America.  Everyone  of  them  was  glow- 
ing with  pride  and  the  happiness  of  uniting  for  this  march.  I marched  with  the  Radical 
Faeries  in  military  camouflage  skirts  hemmed  with  gaily  colored  ribbons.  We  waited  in 
line  for  three  hours  to  join  the  foot  of  the  parade  and,  at  one  of  our  waiting  points,  we 
faced  a strong  line  of  motorcycle  police  guarding  the  grand  backside  of  the  White  House. 
At  this  point  the  healing  chant  of  the  Faeries  changed  to  "Fuck  you,  Ronald  Reagan!"  in 
an  ecstatic  release  of  emotion.  When  the  laughter  died  down,  there  was  a quiet,  cor- 
responding realization  of  the  freedoms  we  do  have  in  this  country  to  be  able  to  shout  this 
at  the  head  of  slate  in  the  face  of  the  police.  Throughout  the  long  March  from  Washington 
Monument  to  the  Capitol,  all  the  diffeml  groups  sang  and  chanted  and  laughed  and  cri^^ 
with  the  absolute  thrill  of  being  able  to  stand  up  proud  and  say.  'Tm  gay  and  1 like  it." 

The  march  ended  at  the  mall  facing  the  Capitol,  a huge  mall  bigger  than  two  foot- 
ball fields  filled  with  speeches  and  cheers.  The  next  mall  barely  contained  the  quilt 
brought  to  Washington  by  the  NAMES  PROJECT  here  in  San  Francisco.  The  only  sounds 
in  this  mall  were  the  quiet  shuffle  of  feet  moving  around  the  quilt  sections  and  a pervasive 
quiet  crying.  The  painted,  stitched,  glued  and  crayoned  names  of  people  who  have  died 
from  AIDS  numbered  in  the  thousands.  Civil  disobedience  on  the  steps  of  the  Supreme 
Court  brought  spirits  to  another  high  points.  The  police  barricade  protecting  the  steps  of 
the  Supreme  Court  seemed  so  orchestrated  when  I arrived  that  I expected  them  to  break 
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into  high  kicks.  I heard  stories  of  gays  and  lesbians  crossing  this  uniformed  chorus  line 
group  by  group  to  be  arrested  and  hauled  away,  applauded  by  hundreds  of  proud  sup- 
porters. It  was  a wonderful  weekend  summed  up  by  the  headline  of  New  York’s  "Village 
Voice",  "The  Love  That  Dares  to  Shout  Its  Name". 

Washington  D.C.  made  me  appreciate  San  Francisco  in  many  ways.  The  grandeur 
of  the  avenues,  the  perfect  lawns  and  spotlessly  clean,  gargantuan  buildings  that  house 
the  bureaucracy  of  our  government  was  fringed  with  boring  circles  of  offices  and  middle- 
class  housing  (I  kept  thinking  I was  in  Russia  or  Eastern  Europe  - there  was  not  even  ad- 
vertising) and  bordered  by  ghcttocs  of  frightening  poverty.  And  the  overall  image  was 
one  of  separation  by  class  and  color;  There  was  rich  and  poor,  white  and  black.  There 
seemed  to  be  no  neighborhoods  (with  the  exception  of  trendy  Dupont  Circle  and  ritzy 
Georgetown),  no  corner  stores  (I  didn’t  even  sec  a supermarket),  no  little  restaurants.  I 
kept  wondering  if  people  ate  in  that  city,  and  if  so,  how.  People  didn’t  seem  to  walk  -- 
the  sidewalks  were  wide  and  mostly  empty.  And  I remember  no  Latins,  no  Asians,  no 
hippies,  no  punks,  but  a lot  of  poorly  educated  blacks.  It  made  me  thankful  once  again 
for  the  cultural  diversity  and  the  neighborhoods  of  this  beautiful  city  I have  made  my 
home. 


My  favorite  new  place  at  home  in  my  own  neighborhood  is  the  new  LA  ESTREL- 
LA bakery  at  16th  and  Albion.  That  nice  comer  windowed  storefront  that  stood  empty 
for  so  long  has  finally  been  pul  to  excellent  use.  The  windows  are  sparkling  clean  and 
filled  with  golden  crusty  macaroons,  huge  cookies  of  different  colors,  fruit-filled  break- 
fast pastries  and  different  sized  loaves  of  freshly  baked  bread.  And  they  don’t  just  look 
pretty,  they  taste  great.  The  workers  are  pleasant,  eager  to  please  and  as  sweet  as  their 
confections.  This  is  the  kind  of  store  I’d  like  to  see  become  the  trend  in  our  neighborhood 
- along  with  maybe  just  one  good  copy  center. 

This  is  the  season  of  Thanksgiving,  and  it’s  a good  time  to  focus  our  attention  on 
each  and  every  one  of  the  many  things  we  have  to  be  thankful  for.  Once  a day,  put  aside 
all  the  problems  and  the  blues  and  just  focus  your  attention  on  one  thing  you  can  truly 
give  thanks  for.  Focus  on  a different  gratitude  each  day  for  five  minutes  or  even  two  or 
three.  It’ll  make  you  feel  good. 
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Small  Press 

Traffic 

3599  - 24lh  Street,  San  Francisco,  California  94110 
”^A  NEIGHBORHOOD  BOOK  STORE  ] 

WILLIAM  BURROUGHS  • CATHY  ACKER  • 

H.D.-  JOHN  CAGE  • WANDA  COLEMAN  • 

BOB  KAUFMAN  • AND  THOUSANDS  MOREI 


BOOKSTORE 


Books  for  the  Inquiring  Mind 


CONTEMPORARY  LITERATURE 
POLITICS  & CHILDREN’S  BOOKS 
LIBROS  EN  ESPANOL 


968  VALENCIA  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  941 10 
(415)  282-9246 
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Wtil-«n  by  Michael  Fitge  jt  c«1oqU« 


CHICANO-INDIAN  UNITY 


Last  monih,  ihc  Iniemaiioiial  Indian  Treaty  Council  sponsored  a national  con- 
ference for  Chicano  Indian  unity  in  Santa  Cruz.  Chicanos  from  Texas.  Colorado,  Arizona 
and  New  Mexico  joined  Californian  activists  to  discuss  actions  concerning  Chicano  strug- 
gles in  the  U.S.  and.  specifically,  the  U.S.  government’s  violations  of  the  Treaty  of 
Guadalupe  which  guarantees  sovereignty  for  Chicanos  in  the  U.S.  as  well  as  the  rights  to 
work,  and  to  practice  their  religions,  speak  their  language  and  maintain  their  culture. 
Chicano  culture  and  identity  continues  to  be  under  attack,  along  with  the  rights  and  self- 
determinauon  of  all  indigenous  people.  Health  is  an  important  issue  for  rural  Chicanos. 
especially  farmworkers  who  suffer  contamination  in  the  fields.  The  English-Only  initia- 
tive, as  well  as  recent  immigration  policies  and  a general  anti-  Hispanic  climate  in  many 
parts  of  the  Southwest,  reinforce  racism  and  violence  against  Chicanos  and  neither  the 
local  government  nor  the  feds  are  doing  anything  about  it. 

The  Indian  Treaty  Council  incorporates  the  struggles  of  indigenous  people  all  over 
the  world.  The  organization  is  an  official  U.N.  Non-Governmental  Organization  and  will 
bring  the  issues  of  Chicanos  in  the  U.S.  to  an  International  Assembly  in  Geneva,  Switzer- 
land this  month.  Chicanos  are  encouraged  to  make  links  with  the  Treaty  Council  and  the 
Native  American  community  in  San  Francisco.  Please  call  the  office  and  talk  with  Tony 
Gonzales  to  find  out  how  to  get  involved.  The  number  is  863-7733. 

This  month  includes  two  events  of  interest  to  the  Chicanos  and  Native  American 
community.  One  is  THE  12TH  ANNUAL  AMERICAN  INDIAN  FILM  FESTIVAL. 
This  will  be  NOVEMBER  12  - 15  at  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  and  the  Roxie  Theatre.  Call 
554-0525  for  information.  The  other  event  is  THE  UNTHANKSGIVING  DAY 
CELEBRATION.  Every  year  on  Thanksgiving,  people  meet  at  Pier  41,  at  sunrise,  to 
make  the  trip  to  Alcatraz  Island  with  the  Indians  to  join  in  a ceremony  in  honor  of  the 
original  Americans  and  to  refute  the  myth  of  a "peaceful  day  of  thanks"  supposedly  shared 
between  the  Indians  and  the  Pilgrims.  This  event  is  a way  to  relate  the  real  American  his- 
tory to  your  children  and  give  them  something  of  Indian  spirituality  for  the  holidays. 
Great  Spirit  knows,  they  won’t  get  it  in  school. 


MY  SCHOOL?  THE  FARM?  EVICTED? 

The  Farm  is  the  only  urban  barnyard  in  the  city,  it  has  a garden  and  also  has  a com- 
munity garden.  It  isn’t  just  called  The  Farm  for  nothing.  It  also  has  five  goats,  one  white 
turkey,  two  geese  and  many  different  kinds  of  chickens,  a couple  of  roosters,  also  many 
rabbits  and  ducks.  Upstairs  there  is  a dog  (Hey  Pup),  a momma  catand  three  kittens,  that 
are  owned  by  the  people  who  live  there.  But  now  everybody  is  getting  kicked  out  - ex- 
cept our  school.  The  evictee  (as  you  know)  is  The  Farm.  The  landlady  is  Marilyn  Goode. 

My  school  just  moved  in  two  and  a half  months  ago.  I go  to  a school  for  Third 
World  gifted  children.  It’s  called  Meadows-  Livingston  Education  Center;  grades  K-6. 
(I’m  in  the  6th  grade.)  Mcadows-Livingstone’s  been  going  on  for  eight  years  but  we  just 
moved  in  to  The  Farm. 


INDUSTRIAL  UNIONISM 


INDUSTRIAL  WORKERS 
OF  THE  WORLD 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area 
General  Membership  Branch 

r.O.  MX  40«U  - &AN  fUNCIiCO.  CAlirOtNIA  94140 


Come  visit 
New  Bombay  Bazaar 
548  Valencia 
Indian  Food,  Spices 


BOMBAY  EXPRESS 

FINE  INDIAN  CUISINE 

532  Valencia  Street 
621-7226 


Tue  - Sun 

Lunch  11:30~  3:00 
Dinner  5:30-  9:00 

Closed  Monday 


» ALENCIA  BOOKS 

USED  & RARE 

524  Valencia.  S.F.  94110 

OL.DER  Out  of  Print  Schoi.arl.y 
Bought  6i  Sold 
415-863-6829 
Open  Every  Day 

John  Quinn 

Scott  T h omp  ton 


ABBY  ABINANTl 

Atcorney  at  Law 

A sole  practitioner  emphasizing  powers  of  attorney; 
wills;  agreements  to  purchase  real  property;  agreements 
to  purchase  and  manage  businesses;  contracts;  small 
business  advice;  adoptions;  relationship  agreements. 
Over  ten  years  experience  in  Indian  Law.  Civil 
litigation  expertise  in  all  above  areas  plus  employment 
discrimination  and  labor  experience. 

3163  Mission  Street,  '‘•an  FranciMro.  CA  941 10  (415)  285-8010 


CITY  LOCKSMITHS 


2338  Clemeni  St. 
387-8777 


San  Francisco 


3388  :4tn  >1 
641-8555 


NEW 

OWNtHS 


3020  16^” 


DUMONT 

LIQUORS 


(B{- 


GOURME 

\nPORTED  COFFEE 
beams  or.  ground 

DISCOUNT  LIQU0H8 

emUED  WINES  ... 


% 


I 
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BIG  TIME  COMIC  BOOK  PRICE  WAR 

Thousands  at  discount  prices 

San  Francisco  Comic  book  co. 

3335  23rd  St. 

SAN  TRANCISCO.  CA  OA1IO 

(415)  550-9158 
NOON-S  CLOSED  SUNDAY 


Marc  S.  Janowitz 

Attorney 

Workers  Riehts 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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ONE  CALL  RENT  ALL 

Since  1947 


All  Party  Rental  Items 
and 

Guett  Accommodattonal  Needs 


U46  Valencia  Street 

San  Francuco.  Ca/i/omta  94110 

(415)  648-7860 


j Commer^Rentals 


YOUR  CAR  IS  ONE  OF  YOUR  MOST  IMPORTANT 
INVESTMENTS,  AND  A DANGEROUS  ONE 
IF  NOT  KEPT  IN  SAFE  RUNNING  CONDITION. 

motor" 

WE  CARE  FOR  YOUR  SAFETY. 

Foreign  & Domestic  Automotive  Repair 

Specializing  in  VW,  Porsche.  Peugeot,  Toyota.  Nissan 

863-2126 

740  Valencia  Betw.  18th  & 19th  Sts. 

Mon-FrI.  7-6:30,  Saturday  by  appt.  Bar  # AG126063 


URBAN  FARMER  RECALLS 
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MOW^NATIVt  j 

siwocast  1 

DiN/ffHOp/S  CulTU<3^ 

FReeooM  K I 

REU^ioM 


When  I first  came  to  live  in  San  Francisco  it  was  at  The  Farm.  I didn  t realize  at 
first  what  I was  getting  into  nor  the  implications  of  the  urban  farm  experience  until  one 
day  a new  friend  "found"  me  on  24ih  and  Mission  and  said,  "Look  at  you."  It  was  true. 

I was  a sight  for  sore  city  eyes.  I can’t  remember  what  I was  wearing  but  it  was  probab- 
ly the  standard  bam  bools  and  duck  doodoo  that  became  part  of  me  in  those  first  years. 
My  relationship  to  the  Mission  and  surrounding  communities  of  nature-hungry  children 
was  as  the  mighty  farmer  who  knew  all  kinds  of  secrets  and  who  lived  between  the  worlds 
and  who  could  lake  you  on  tours  of  the  unknown.  This  role  strengthened  me  in  my  self- 
concept.  We  worked  through  ridiculous  hours  of  the  dawn,  to  bring  culture  to  the 
heanJand/waslcland.  I bedded  down  with  the  rooster’s  call  and  woke  to  the  sounds  of  a 
million  questions  by  knowledge-  starved  city  folk. 

I remember  the  night  of  the  chicken  thief,  when  I beared  a commotion  in  the  chick- 
en house  and  busted  an  urban  coyote  who  had  all  the  fowl  rounded  up  and  was  on  his  way 
ouL  I stood  in  the  barndoor  in  my  underwear,  in  the  very  place  where  the  serenity  of  the 
farm  meets  the  neediness,  the  pain  and  instability  of  the  urban  ghetto.  This  chicken  thief 
was  a refugee  from  a farming  country.  He  was  hungry,  perhaps,  or  was  lured  to  commit 
his  crime  by  the  splendidness  of  the  birds’  feathers  or  by  his  affinity  for  fresh,  organic 

meat.  ■ . • j • i 

I do  not  walk  the  streets  without  a hellp.  Like  in  my  small  town  in  the  industrial 

Midwest,  the  neighborhood  can  feel  like  a nurturing  place,  a receptive  and  gracious  so- 
cial environment  built  on  common  positive  experiences.  The  culture  we  make  intends  to 
build  positive,  common  experiences,  creating  a sense  of  community  for  ourselves  and  our 
children.  People  who  live  the  "fast  life"  and  care  only  about  their  personal  advancement 
won’t  understand  my  desire  for  safe  familiarity  and  don’t  notice  when  it  is  taken  away. 

Life,  death,  decay  and  rebirth...  these  are  processes  I want  my  children  to  under- 
stand. Some  children  I have  known  can  redream  the  beginning  of  life  because  they  saw 
it,  with  me.  when  a baby  goat  was  bom.  We  stood  by  and  watched,  as  pauenUy  as  In- 
dians. until  the  momma  finished  her  labor  and  a life  began  with  no  help  from  anybody. 
Death,  too.  has  been  ritual  shared  a thousand  limes,  and  the  farmer  has  always  been  some- 
one who  didn’t  run  away  from  death  and  who  understands  that  life  continues. 

And  vegetables  taste  belter  when  you  see  them  grow,  and  in  some  places,  people 
pul  aside  their  fear  of  the  unknown  and  embrace  new  experiences...  culture  and  ethnicity 
Is  not  a mold  that  reproduces  itself  generation  after  generation,  repealing  the  same  images 
over  and  over,  but  that  we  are  changing,  all  the  peoples,  through  our  interaction  with  each 
other.  We  borrow  from  what  we  like  about  others’  ways  and  contribute  our  own 
knowledge  and  experiences.  The  Farm,  for  me,  was  a vegcuble  patch  wtih  rows  of  dif- 
ferent fruits  and  vegetables,  each  one  different  but  every  one  delicious;  visionary 
vegetables  in  a mesh  of  misunderstanding.  I dedicate  these  memories  to  the  new  genera- 
tion of  urban  farmers. 


LACULTURA  CURA 


A group  of  amateur  muralists  have  been  focusing  their  energies  on  an  interesung 
project  sponsored  by  Insututo  Familiar  de  la  Raza  and  La  Raza  Graphics  They 

^e  producing  portable  billboard  murals  to  be  mounted  around  the  Mission.  They  are  mes- 
sage painUngs  with  a variety  of  themes  of  importance  to  the  Latin  C^munily  such  as 
refuge  mental  health,  safe  sex.  good  nulriUon.  militarism  and  T.V.  The  student  arUsts 
include  a couple  of  children,  a doctor,  mothers  and  many  first  lime  muralists. 
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**ATHE  EASTBAV  BLUES  BAR**** 


We  can  arrange 
IT  special  parties 


Grove  St. 

Off  Highw^  24 


POCE,  1AB1£ 
SUUFFliSaAPD 
pcaALL 


5319  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Way  Call  65-Blues 
. (Oaktand/Berkeley  Border) 

^ NOVEMBER 


PtgB 
Oannunlty 
‘mi\NXSGIVING 
Dinner 
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LIVE  BLUES  NIGHTLY  - FULL  BAH  - DANCING  - FREE  OFF  STREET  PARKING 
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CAFE  BALOMPIE 


ESPRESSO  • SOUPS  • SANDWICHES 
FRUIT  SALADS  • PASTRY  • ICE  CREAM 


3349  18TH  ST  (AT  CAPP) 

OPEN  7AM  - 10PM  TUES  - SUN 

648  9199 
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Nestor’s  Universe 


CLOTHING 
VIntaQe,  surplus,  new 


ACCESSORIES 
Boots,  hats,  jeweifv 


FURNISHINGS 


FOLK  ART  & CURIOS 


32M  16th  St.  Sf 
(between  Dolores  & Cuefrero) 


415-621-7116 
TUes.  Sat.  127  Sun.  12-6 


IhI  K.i/a  Giaplucs.  Im. 
9,18  X’.iU  iu  ill  Sinrt 
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Calendar  of  Events 

NO/EWKP. 


13ih  BARRICADA  INTCRNACIONAL  official  voice  of  ihe  Sandinista  National 
Liberation  Front  presents  a forum  on  freedom  of  the  press  with  music  by  Lisa  Kcllman 
and  Barren  Nelson  at  362  Capp  Street,  7;30  PM.  S5/12.  821-1560. 

1 3ih  LADIES  AGAINST  WOMEN:  An  Evening  of  Consciousness-  Lowering  by 
the  Plutonium  Players  at  the  Victoria  Theater,  16th  and  Mission.  Tickets  S8/1 2: 863-7576. 
763-8163  or  762-BASS.  Also  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays  throughout  the  month  except  on 
the  20ih. 

13ih  THE  (INVISIBLE)  WAR.  a duct  about  the  failure  of  the  intellect  ispre.scnted 
by  Contraband  at  Mariposa  Studio.  2880  Mariposa  at  Florida,  8:30  PM.  Tickets  S5/10 
(no  one  turned  away  for  lack  of  funds).  558-8821 . 

1 3th  THE  IMAGINATION  OF  THE  NEW  LEFT,  discussion  and  book  party  with 
author  George  Kaisiaficas  at  Modem  Times.  968  Valencia,  7:30  PM.  Information-  282- 
9246. 

14ih  NEW  AND  NEARLY  NEW  DANCES  presented  by  LAZARUS/DANCE  at 
In  Flight  Studios,  333  Dolores  near  16th  at  7:30  PM.  Tickets  $5  at  the  door.  928-4584. 

14th  PAGANS  AND  PILGRIMS  at  ATA.  992  Valencia  8:30  PM.  JcanRouch’s 
"Mad  Masters",  an  "ethnographic  fantasy"  of  Africa  and  shorts  by  Rouch  and  Egyptian 
video  artist  Arda  Ishkanian.  S4,  call  824-3890. 

15lh  FRONTLINE  FORUM  on  the  Central  American  peace  accord.  7PM  at  the 
Women’s  Building,  3543  l8thStrceL  Donation  $4/6,  841-4827. 

15th  COLOR  ME  FAMOUS,  a stand-up  cabaret  show  featuring  Sandal  Hebert  at 
Lipps,201  Howard  at  9th  Street.  8:30  PM.  Admission  S6,  info  346-5825.  Also  22nd  and 
29th. 

1 5th  MOVEMENT  MEMORIES ; presentations  by  anti-war.  Central  American  and 
Berkeley  political  stragglers  at  Modem  Times.  See  13th,  special  time  7:00  PM. 

16th  HEALING  RITUAL:  DANCER  AS  MEDIUM  with  Anna  Halprin  at  the  New 
Performance  Gallery  as  part  of  the  Talking  Dance  Project.  3153  17th  Street  between 
South  Van  Ness  and  Folsom,  8 PM.  $7,  infomiation  863-9834. 

19th  GRASSROOTS  DEMOCRACY  IN  NICARAGUA  discussed  by  Gary  Ruch- 
warger.authorof'The  People  in  Power".  Modem  Times.  7:30  PM,  see  13th. 

19ih  DREAMS  OFTHE  WOMAN  WHO  LOVED  SEX;  lesbian  erotic  fiction  read 
by  Tee  Corinne  at  Old  Wives’  Tales  (see  1 2th).  Especially  for  women. 

20th  TESTIFY!,  photos  by  Marvin  Rhodes  and  WAR  ON  NICARAGUA,  photos 
by  Lou  Dematteis,  Bill  Gentile  and  others  at  Eye  Gallery,  1151  Mission  through  Decem- 
ber 20lh.  Reception  5:30  PM,  talk  by  the  photographers  at  6:30.  431-691 1.20ih  INTER- 
GALACTIC  WiCKEDAR  Y ; Mary  Daly  frees  language  from  its  "patriarchal  patterns  and 
from  the  academented  fraternities  of  Bearded  Brother  No-it-alls".  At  Old  Wives’  Tales 
(see  12th),  Especially  for  women. 

20th  PHASE  ONE  PRODUCTIONS  presents  three  one  act  plays  at  In  Flight,  333 
December  12th.  Tickeis$8, opening  night  champagne  benefitSlO.  86^- 

21st  CONGRESSWOMAN  NANCY  PELOSI  hosts  a neighborhood  meeting  at 
noon  at  Miz  Brown’s  Restaurant.  2565  Mission  Street  and  will  discuss  U.S.  policy  in  the 
Persian  Gulf  and  Central  America,  immigration,  economic  growth,  welfare  refom,  AIDS 
and  Medicare. 

21st  kino  KINKY  movies  at  ATA  (see  I4th,  special  punishment  price  $5).  Otto 

Muehl  and  Direct  Art  Group  present  "nude  protagonists  in  extravagant  acts  of  sexual 
violence  and  defilement"  plus  Shelley  Winters  and  Leonard  (Mr.  Spock)  Nimoy  cavort- 
ing in  Jean  Genet’s  perverse  play  "The  Balcony". 

23rd  ACTS  OF  CONFESSION:  DANCE  AS  PRIVATE  LIVES  by  Joe  Goode  and 
Ruth  Zaporah  at  New  Performance  Gallery  (sec  16ih). 

24th  THE  POLITICS  OF  CHILDREN’S  LITERATURE,  a lecture  presented  by 
the  Marxist  Study  Scries  at  the  Book  Center  at  5 1 8 Valencia.  7:30  PM.  $4  donation.  863- 
6968. 28th  NON-PROFIT  POTTERY  for  sale  through  Christmas  Eve  at  Ruby  O’Burke’s 
Pottery  Workshop  and  Gallery,  daily.  10  AM  to  6 PM.  Gifts  from  $35  to  $450  552A 
Noe  Street,  information  861-9779. 

28th  GENDER  BENDING  NIGHT  with  Ed  Wood’s  "Glen  or  Glenda  and  Kenneth 
Anger’s  "Fireworks".  ATA  (sec  I4ih). 


1st  GRAPHITE  GROUND,  an  installation  by  Liz  Phillips  at  Capp  Street  Project 
through  January  9th.  Reception  5:30  PM  at  65  Capp  Street.  Lecture  December  lOih  at 
the  Victona  Theater.  2961  16th  at  8 PM.  Info:  626-7747. 

1st  TTiE  CHARLIE  MANSON  STORY...  a iragi-comedy  about  sex  and  violence 
is  presented  by  Dude  Theatre  through  the  I9th.  At  Climate,  252  9th  Street  between  Fol- 
som and  Howard.  All  shows  $7.00.  Info:  626-9196. 

3rd  PHOTOGRAPHY  AND  PROPAGANDA,  a talk  by  David  Levi-Strauss  on 
photojoumalists  Richard  Cross  and  John  Hoagland  who  were  killed  in  Central  America. 
Eye  Gallery  (see  Nov.  20th).  Tickets  $2/3,  info;  431-6911. 

4ih  MOON  OF  FALLING  SNOW.  Indian  crafts  market  at  American  Indian 
Center.  225  Valencia  at  Duboce.  1 PM  to  7 PM.  also  5ih  and  6th,  1 1 AM  to  7 PM  $2 
donation.  626-8122. 

7th  OUTSIDE  THE  SELF:  DANCE  AS  CONTROVERSY  with  Krissy  Keefer 
and  Sara  Shelton  Mann  at  New  Performance  (see  Nov.  16th). 

CITY  WALKABOUT 

The  City  Guides,  volunteers  sponsored  by  Friends  of  the  San  Francisco  Public 
Library , offer  free  tours  of  historic  areas  of  San  Francisco  from  the  hidden  stairways  and 
gardens  of  Russian  Hill  to  the  layers  of  history  in  the  Haight/Ashbury. 

For  a schedule  of  walks,  send  a self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to  City  Guides, 
c/o  Friends  of  the  Library,  Civic  Center,  San  Francisco  CA  94 102  or  call  558-398 1 , Tues- 
days through  Thursdays,  10  AM  to  3 PM. 


Pueblo  to  People 

A NON  PROFTT  OROA.NEAT10N 

Fearful  of  a Foggy  Fall? 

Warm  up  with  wonderful  winter 
woolens  from  Central  & South 
America 

3900  24“*  St.  at  Sanchez 

Open  Daily  648-8068 


live  music  experimental  film  d.j.ls 


SAT  OCT  31  • • • HALLOWED!  COSTUME  PARIY  * • * • . d.J.  MINK  • • • . . 

SUN  NOV  01  URBAN  REFORM  - Industrial  s Progressive  dance  D.J.  KEVIN  C 

MON  NOV  02  "OPE3!  SCREEN"  - Film  a Video  showcase ’ 

TUE  NOV  03  dance  to  music  by  Hikey  D.  from  H Y C 

WED  NOV  04  REGGAE  CALENDAR  UiTEW^ATIONAL  D.J.  Dancing *.  .'.V. ! .".V  * * ‘ 

TOU  NOV  05  D.J.  MINK when  you  want  to  dance!! 

FRI  NOV  06  • * • GEORGE  & TOE  WANDE3^ERS  • * • TORUMBE  •'*’••’**•* i *• 
SAT  NOV  07  Dance  at  the  ATOMIC  CAFE  w/  D.J.  MINK 

SUN  NOV  08  URBAN  REFORM  - Industrial  t Progressive  dance  D.J  KEVIN  c 

MON  NOV  09  AN  EVENING  WITH  LIZ 

TUE  NOV  10  music  by  . Mikey  D,  - Hip  hop  rap 

WED  NOV  11  REGGAE  CALENDAR  INTERNATIONAL  D.J.  Dancing 

THU  NOV  12  D.J.  MINK when  you  want  to  dance!! 

FRI  NOV  13  REGGAE  CALENDAR  INTEJWATIONAL  pres.  "THE  RAGA-MUFFIN  POSSE" 
SAT  NOV  14  Dance  at  the  ATOMIC  CAFE  w/  K.U.S.F.  D.J..  Havid  KatZ 

SUN  NOV  15  URBAN  REFORM  - Industrial  a Progressive  dance  D.J.  KEVIN  C 

HON  NOV  1$  AN  EVENING  WITH  L12 

TVE  NOV  17  music  by  Mikey  D. 

WED  NOV  18  REGGAE  CALENDAR  INTERNATIONAL  D.J.  Dancing 

TOU  NOV  19  D.J.  MINK when  you  want  to  Hance!! 

FBI  NOV  20  • * • SEA  HAGS  PIRATES  OF  VEOTS  

SAT  NOV  21  Dance  at  the  ATOMIC  CAFE  w/  D.J.  MINK 

SUN  NOV  22  URBAN  REFORM  - Industrial  I Progressive  dance  D.J.  K^IN  C 

MON  NOV  23  AN  EVENING  W^TO  LIZ 

TVIE  NOV  24  music  by  - ikey  D. 

WED  NOV  25  REGGAE  CALENDAR  INi£3W4ATlCWAL  D.J.  Dancing 

77fU  ttW  26  D.J.  MINK  + special  guests  ✓ . 

FRI  NOV  27  • • • BIRD  KILLERS  • • T 

SAT  NOV  28  Dance  at  the  ATOMIC  CAFE  w/  K.U.S.F.  D.J.  Patrick  Flynn. 

SUN  NOV  29  URBAN  REFORM  - Industrial  a Progressive  dance  D.J.  KEVIN  c 
MON  NOV  30  AN  EVENING  WITO  UZ 
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3160  I6!h  St.  San  Francisco  621-1617 


“There’s  a Party 
Ooin’  On»’» 


FAMOUS  FRIED  CHICKEN  A BISCUITS 


Mission 


at  24th 


Spice  - Price . 

It’s  a Winning  Combination 

Great  flavor  at  a great  price. 

Cajun  Chicken  (Spicy  or  Mild). 

Buttermilk  Biscuits,  Red  Beans  and  Rice 
. . . and  a lot  more. 

For  a lot  less. 

There’s  Just  one  place  for  that  famous 
taste. 

Made  Fresh  in  Kitchen. 


CHICRKM 
a BISCUITS 
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MISSIONI  24^"Tt1 

IT  ^ 

MICHELLE  MARIA  BOLEYN  J| 


ALERT!  TO  THE  ARTISTS/WRITERS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

On  Oclobcr  18lh  of  this  year,  Colombian  sculptor  RODRIGO  ARENAS  BETAN- 
COURT was  kidnapped  by  his  government’s  military  forces.  As  of  this  date,  though  his 
wife  was  promised  his  safe  return,  there  has  been  no  word  as  to  his  whereabouts,  or  any 
communication  from  his  kidnappers. 


RODRIGO  ARENAS  BETANCOURT  is  68  years  old.  He  has  worked  hard  all  his 
life,  and  he  is  not  strong  enough  to  survive  the  abuse  he  may  be  receiving.  He  was  pistol 
whipped  in  the  head  when  he  was  taken. 

RODRIGO  ARENAS  BETANCOURT  is  a world  renowned  sculptor  of  whom 
GABRIEL  GARCIA  MARQUEZ  has  frequently  written.  This  man's  work  represents  the 
humanity  of  his  people  and  their  quest  for  the  freedom  that  all  free-spirited  people  of  the 
world  quest  for. 

What  we  have  here  is  another  version  of  the  atrocity  perpetrated  on  Chilean  com- 
poser VICTOR  JARA.  FirsL  the  military  chopped  off  his  hands  so  that  he  could  no  longer 
compose  music  on  the  guitar  and,  when  that  did  not  stop  Victor  Jara’s  creative  and 
humanitarian  pursuits,  they  murdered  him  in  the  darkness  of  a doorway  in  his  barrio  along 
with  his  neighbors,  some  of  whom  lived  to  tell  the  truth. 

BUT  IN  TRUTH,  both  these  men  are  a part  of  the  DESEPARECIDOS,  the  disap- 
peared ones.  Theonly  difference  here  is  that  BETANCOURT  MAY  STILL  BE  ALIVE. 
THERE  IS  SOMETHING  YOU  CAN  DO  TO  PREVENT  HIS  MURDER!  Call  the 
COLOMBIAN  CONSULATE  here  in  San  Francisco  and  register  your  complaint  and  con- 
cern for  the  safe  return  of  ARENAS  BETANCOURT.  The  phone  # is  4 1 5/362-0800  (Um- 
berto Ariza,  Consulado). 

Most  importantly,  you  will  find  the  address  for  letters  to  the  Colombian  govern- 
ment and  other  persons  of  influence  in  the  ad  for  the  LA  BOHEME  CAFE,  who  have 
kindly  donated  their  space  for  information  during  the  time  of  this  crisis.  RODRIGO 
ARENAS  IS  ALL  OF  US  IN  SPIRIT.  PAZ. 


« WHERE  IS  RODRIGO  ARENAS  BETANCOURT? 

, writers  and  artists,  residents  of  the  USA  and  other  parts  of  the 
*e  unite  our  voices  in  a call  on  the  Colombian  government  to  use  all 
ivailable  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  life  of  the  sculptor,  RODRIGO 
BETANCOURT,  a highly  respected  and  renewed  Latin  American 
arUst,  who  was  kidnapped  October  19th  in  Medellin,  Colombia  by  unknown 
persons.  This  kidnapping,  besides  the  alarm  it  has  caused  friends,  and 
admirers  of  his  work  and  life,  has  been  another  link  in  the  chain  of  those 
who  have  disappeared.  This  atrocious  reality  disrupts  all  forms  of  human  unity 
ENOUGH  DISAPPEARANCES 

If  others  are  responsible  Help  us  unmask  those  responsible  for  these 
disappearances.  Now  is  the  time  for  the  Colombian  Government  to  show  us, 
with  a positive  example,  its  will  to  end  such  cowardly  acts. 

We  want  to  see  RODRIGO  ARENAS  BETANCOURT  safe  and  sound,  RIGHT  NOW. 

Letters 

TO  VIRGILIO  BARCO  VARGAS,  PRESIDENTS  DE  LA  REPUBLICA 
Palacio  de  Narifio,  Carrera  8a  No.  7-26,  Bogota  D.E.  COLOMBIA 

* General  RAFAEL  SAMUDIO  MOLINA,  MINISTRO  DE  DEFENSA 
NACIONAL. 

Mlnlsterio  de  Defensa  Naclonal,Avenlda  El  Dorado  CAN 
Plso  2 Bogote  DE.  COLOMBIA. 

* Doctor  CARLOS  MAURO  HOYOS,  Procurador  General  de  la 
Nacion. 

Ministerio  Publico,  Carrera  8a  No.  16-88  Bogota,  COLOMBIA. 

* Senor  SECRETARIO  DE  LAS  NACIONES  UNIDAS,  PEREZ  DE 
CUELLAR.  N Y,  N Y. 

* FAMILIA  arenas  BETANCOURT,  Senora  Y Familia. 


CAFE  LA  BOHEME 

features  exhibits  of  local  artists  & 
bulletin  board  -285-4122- 

24th  St.  at  Mission 

Open  at  7:00  arm 

Cappuccino  & Sunlight 
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More  than  just  a couch!  1 
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C-  • A;  ' natural  fibers 
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Ferentz 


evicted  I 

EYE 

reopens 

Wm  6th  STREET^ 

GREEK  ^ 

HS  K <)  U Z l N A ifcH 

of  the  Eye  Gallery,  its  eviction  from 
,sc  Restaurant  and  its  reopening  last 

ll^  Greek  (»u/.\lohirrrGnr<in/  '>‘«r  j| 

Ife  ■ s.inir.inMMo  • 4U/ui‘>  « 

opcnMoiutav  s.mml.iv  mi'm  ya 

month  al  1 151  Mission  Street  may  be  of  inicrcsl  to  the  North  Mission,  the  community  that 
spawned  this  unique  organization.  (Fora  complete  rundown  on  the  history  and  predicaments 
of  the  Eye  Gallery,  see:  Ferenu,  "The  Eye  Gallery  and  Photography",  Left  Curve  magazine. 

1986.) 

*** 

FORCED  RELOCATION:  words  heard  many  times  in  many  places,  heard  a lot  by 
people  who  can’t  pay  rent,  heard  as  often  by  people  who  can’t  pay  enough  rent. 

Every  price  has  its  shape  and  every  shape  has  a buyer  to  suit  it. 

The  Eve  Gallery: 

Having  been  wrested  from  its  original  home  in  a dilapidated  but  charming  warehouse 
on  22nd  Street  in  1982,  it  settled  in  to  five  productive  years  in  a storefront  at  758  Valencia 
StreeL  A photography  gallery  with  a mind  of  its  own,  this  maverick  organization  ^ew  into 
a non-profit-  corporalion-phoiography-colleclive  that  wrote,  in  1987,  as  the  opening  of  its 
Statement  of  Purpose; 

"The  Eye  Gallery  is  committed  to  promoting  discourse  and  ideas  about  photog- 
raphy and  society... " 

The  purposes  of  exhibiting  photography  as  an  and  participating  in  dialogue  about  so- 
cial issues  fused.  The  overriding  interests  arc  as  much  in  what  the  photography  is  about  as 
how  it  is  done. 

Art  and  social  purpose  stiU  have  a difficult  Ume  when  connected.  Conservauve  views 
usually  only  want  to  look  al  the  "art  object",  even  when  it’s  a photograph.  Social  pur- 
posarians,  often  in  the  "academic  left",  or  just  in  the  "postmodern  epoch",  have  a tendency 
to  want  to  drain  art  of  such  significant  components  as  inspiration,  expressiveness  and  even 
excellence 

In  the  Eye  photography  gallery,  in  a period  of  expansion,  at  a point  at  which  some- 
thing resembling  an  institution  is  beginning  to  take  shape,  it  suddenly  became  more  impor- 
tant than  ever  to  say  that  art  as  a purpose,  in  the  guise  of  photography,  is  no  more  and  no 
less  important  than  the  purpose  of  promoting  social  concerns  through  photo-exhibitions. 

When  the  Eye  Gallery  decided  to  make  its  commitment  to  "Promoting  ideas  and  dis- 
course about  photography  and  society",  it  was  aligning  itself  with  a part  of  the  history  of 
photography  that  has  been  among  the  most  influential  forces  in  shaping  what  photography 
is  today.  U was  saying,  al  least  to  itself,  that  this  is  not  a place  devoted  to  the  most  recent 
manifestation  of  the  avant-garde.  It  is  not  a culling  edge  jumping-off  point  Unsevered  from 
social  context  and  history,  it  operates  within  and  builds  upon  an  area  of  photography  that 
acknowledges  its  precedents,  has  a history  and  has  even  been  useful.  That  area  encompas- 
ses documentary,  political  art  and  art  that  is  relevant  to  culture  and  society. 

**» 

The  Eye  Gallery  al  1 1 5 1 Mission  Street  is  larger  and  has  more  facilities.  It  is  a photog- 
raphy center  offering  a full  range  of  classes  in  photography,  access  to  darkrooms,  and  the 
same  kind  of  no-holds-barrcd  photography  exhibitions  it  has  become  known  for.  In  addi- 
tion, San  Francisco  Cinematheque,  the  oldest  independent  film  association  on  the  West 
Coast,  will  show  films  there  regularly. 

The  current  exhibit  (through  Nov.  1 5lh)  will  be,  appropriately  enough,  on  the  theme 
of  re-development.  Two  photographers,  Richard  Bermack  and  Bill  Reagh,  will  be  featured. 

Bermack  is  an  aclivisi/phoiographer  from  the  East  Bay  who  worked  with  the  residents 
of  the  Liberty  Hotel  in  Oakland  during  their  long  battle  against  eviction.  His  photographs, 
text  and  interviews  trace  the  history  of  that  conflict.  Bermack  photographed  as  a participant, 
rather  than  an  outside  journalist,  and  made  sure  the  story  that  was  told  was  the  tenants’  own. 

The  shifting  landscape  brought  on  by  the  knocker-downers,  renovators  and  rent-es- 
calators is  seen  in  microcosmic  form  in  Barmack’s  photographs.  Reagh’s  work  is  about  the 
same  phenomenon  from  a different  perspective. 

It  is  about  the  changes  in  the  broader  landscape,  as  brick-by-brick,  each  brick  gets 
town  down  and  poured  concrete  and  aluminum  two  by  fours  lake  their  place. 

Reagh  has  been  photographing  Los  Angeles  since  1938.  Returning  to  the  same  sites, 
his  photographs  are  sequences  showing  such  things  as  neighborhood  streets  with  people  and 
little  stores.  These  streets  that  look  inhabitable  become  high  rise  buildings  and  freeways  in 
the  next  photograph.  Surfaces  are  wiped  clean  and  reconstructed.  Many  petty  little  lives  are 
brushed  aside  in  the  process;  insignificant  to  the  large  scale  development  schemes  that  are 
insensitive  of  the  effects  of  their  continual  hammering  away  at  the  quality  of  life. 

The  second  exhibit  at  the  Eye  Gallery  (Nov.  18  - Dec.  20)  will  be  photographs  by  six 
phoiojoumalists  of  the  Contra  war.  Organized  by  Lou  Demaieis  and  including  established 
photojoumalists,  the  purpose  of  this  exhibition  is  to  show  images  of  the  Contra  war  that  were 
censored  by  picture  editors  working  in  the  mainstream  media.  Censored,  that  is,  by  simply 
not  using  them,  or  using  them  falsely.  This  exhibit  was  pul  together  because  the  photog- 
raphers fell  strongly  that  what  they  had  witnessed  should  gel  seen. 

Shown  in  conjunction  with  the  work  from  the  Nicaraguan  border  will  be  a phoio/in- 
terview  project  called  Testify,  by  Marvin  Rhodes.  This  is  portraiture  of  and  personal  ac- 
counts from  Vietnam  veterans.  This  work,  done  in  the  spirit  of  oral  history,  offers  some 
revisions  to  the  revisionist  movies  about  Vietnam  that  have  been  coming  out  in  a continuous 
stream  since  Cimino  and  Coppola  first  discovered  the  gold  mine  buried  beneath  the  surface 
of  denial  vis  a vis  Vietnam. 

*•* 

The  gallery  is  at  an  interesting  stage.  It  has  a sense  of  purpose,  a solid  schedule  of  ex- 
hibitions, an  excellent  space  in  an  interesting  location  and  a plan  for  the  next  three  years.  If 
all  goes  well  and  this  society  supports  such  endeavors,  the  Eye  Gallery  will  be  around  for  a 
long  lime  to  come. 

An  opening  reception  for  the  photo-exhibition  on  the  Contra  war  and  Testify,  by  Mar- 
vin Rhodes,  will  be  held  Friday,  November  20.  from  7- 10  PM  at  Eye  Gallery,  1151  Mission 
Street  (near  7ih).  Gallery  hours  are  Wed.-Sun.  from  12  to  5.  For  more  information,  call  Eye 
GaUery  al  431-6911. 
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NORTH  MISSION  NEWS 

SUBSCRIBE  NOW!  Only  $12.00  A Year 
Name— 


il'l  I’klVT  ■ 


Addiess. 


Send  Check  oir  Money  Order  Today 
H.M.N.i  3004  16th  St.  SFCA  '94103 


Zip. 


The  North  Mission  News  is  the  voice  of  the 
North  Mission  Association,  a nonprofit  organization 
committed  to  championing  neighborhood  issues.  Your 
subscription  will  keep  you  informed  and  provide  the 
financial  support  needed  to  assure  that  these  issues 
continufe.„,tp  he  addressed.. 


S.F.  PROGRESS  HOSTS 
NEIGHBORHOOD  SUMMIT 


The  North  Mission  Association,  along  with  over  a hundred  other  neighborhood, 
merchant  and  special  interest  groups  attended  a meeting  at  the  Presidio,  conducted  by  the 
San  Francisco  Progress  and  hosted  by  the  Council  of  District  Merchants  and  Coalition  for 
San  Francisco  Neighborhoods. 

Community  and  corporate  speakers  gave  spit-polished  speeches  on  the  future  of  the 
City’s  housing,  infrastructure  and  economy.  More  substantive  discussion  occurred  over 
dinner,  after  which  the  three  then-leading  San  Francisco  mayoral  candidates  praised  the 
gathering,  the  City  and  themselves. 

Victor  Miller,  of  the  NMA,  praised  Progress  publisher  Bill  Rentschler  for  conven- 
ing the  neighborhoods  but  fell  that  the  process  could  have  used  some  speeding  up.  "Next 
lime,"  he  said,  "they  ought  to  hold  more  smaller,  workshop-type  discussions  which  would 
give  the  delegates  an  opportunity  to  pick  and  choose  the  topics  and  speakers  of  their  in- 
terest" 


The  Progress  recently  won  a hard  battle  over  the  newly  expanded  San  Francisco  In- 
dependant  over  contracts  for  the  City’s  legal  advertisements.  "Obviously,"  stated  Brian 
Doohan  of  the  News  and  South  of  Market  Post,  "both  papers  perceive  the  importance  of 
community  responsiveness  in  future  dealings  with  the  Board  of  Supervisors  who  will  vote 


again  next  year  on  the  ’legals’  contracts.  In  turn  this  ’glasnost’  pulls  the  mass  media,  par- 
ticularly the  Examiner,  into  a more  pro-neighborhood  position  both  in  its  reportage  and 
its  editorials.  It’s  a very  positive  development  for  San  Francisco." 

The  Potrero  View,  however,  has  suggested  Rentschler  open  up  the  convention 
process  even  further  to  permit  the  merchant  and  neighborhood  groups  to  help  plan  the 
next  conference.  Such  a development,  inconceivable  only  a few  months  previous,  might 
come  to  fruition  as  the  media,  like  many  other  aspects  of  the  City,  prepare  for  business 
under  a new  adminisu-ation. 


Mail  = 


Dear  Nick  Homsfelt: 

I really  appreciated  your  article  on  Tammy.  Louise  and  Melissa.  Quite  an  appropriate 
parallel  connects  the  three  sisters,  in  my  opinion.  All  three  are  establishment  groupies  of  one 
sort  or  another. 

Melissa  is  the  most  "closet"  of  the  three  (although  the  others  also  claim  to  represent 
the  "people",  etc.)  with  her  "socialist"  verbiage.  As  you  point  out,  the  slogan  of  new  elec- 
tions docs  not  make  sense.  After  all,  even  if  there  were  new  elections,  under  the  current  sys- 
tem the  same  sort  of  people  would  be  elected  all  over  again  - in  fact,  the  same  individuals 
for  the  most  part. 

But  the  fact  that  it  doesn’t  make  sense  to  us  is  not  important.  Such  a ^>^cudo-radical 
but  basically  iiust-in-thc-sysicm  slogan  plays  well  with  the  people  Melissa  really  represents 
" a small,  elite  Democratic  Pary  group  whose  function  is  to  throw  sand  in  people’s  eyes  and 
try  to  convince  them  that  the  system  will  work.  Dellums.  Harvey  Milk  Demo  Club,  AI  Lan- 
non  and  his  friends  in  the  AFL*CIA  hierarchy  — Melissa  sounds  good  to  them.  And  that’s 
all  Melissa  really  cares  about  What  grassroots  people  think  is  not  so  important. 

I notice  another  of  her  slogans  was  "Pope  go  home".  Just  another  illustration  of  what 
her  priorities  and  constituency  are. 

At  least  Tammy  and  Louse  (sic)  don’t  really  expect  to  fool  anyone  about  who  they 
represent.  Melissa  docs,  and  in  that  she  is  more  dangerous.  Carol  Ruth  Silver  ripped  off  the 
Mission  with  similar  pseudo-progressive  rhetoric  in  order  to  build  her  career  a few  years 
ago.  And  one  must  say  that  the  other  "socialist"  groups  have  basically  the  same  character  - 
- at  heart,  they  really  believe  in  the  system,  or  at  least  in  their  careers  within  it,  but  they  won’t 
admit  it.  Personally.  I prefer  Tammy  and  Louise. 

Appreciatively, 

Mark  Richey  
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HYENAS  RUN  AMOCK 

by  Nick  Homsfelt 

"DANCE  OFTHE  PIG  HUNTERS".  "MY  MOTHER  HAS  RABIES".  "ELEPHANT 
EARS",  and  "THE  PORCUPINE  SONG"  are  (A)  names  of  lunes  Michael  Jackson  didn’t 
include  on  his  "BAD"  album,  (B)  proposed  titles  for  the  upcoming  unauthorized  biographies 
of  some  of  our  Mayoral  candidates,  or  (C)  just  a few  of  the  dozen  or  so  zany,  racy,  raunchy, 
sweet  songs  that  make  up  HYENA  CABARET,  subtitled  "MY  MOTHER  HAS  RABIES". 

If  you  picked  (C)  you’d  be  right  Personally.  I picked  (B),  but  then.  I don’t  get  around 
much.  Two  guys  who  do  get  around  are  Hank  Pellissicr  and  Dennis  Lowry,  respectively  the 
author  and  director  of  HYENA  CABARET.  I had  the  pleasure  of  slam-dunking  a batch  of 
Coronas  with  these  guys  in  the  Clarion  a few  nights  back,  here’s  how  it  went 
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VAUNCIA  CYCUIfY 

1065  Valencia  St.  (btwn  21st  & 22nd)  550-6601 


HN:  Would  you  like  to  tell  me  just  what  the  hell  something  called  HYENA  CABARET 
is  supposed  to  be? 

HANK-.HYENA  CABARET  is  a visual  spectacle;  a Babylonian  extravaganza  at  af- 
fordable prices.  If  it  weren’t  so  filthy  it  would  be  fun  for  the  whole  family. 

NH:D.  W.  Griffith  did  all  that  when  he  made  "Intolerance";  how  is  your  stuff  unique? 
Have  you  got  Joel  Grey? 

HANKiNo,  we  don’t  have  Joel  Grey!  (Testy,  testy!)  We  offer  something  different, 
not  high  an  or  avant  garde,  that  usually  ends  up  being  cold  and  pessimistic.  We’re  acces- 
sible. 

HANK: HYENA  CABARET  is  a multimedia  theater  group  made  up  of  2 actors  and  5 
actresses,  mostly  Mission  residents,  who  through  the  use  of  songs,  skits,  dance  and  story 
telling  create  neo-primitive  folk  humor. 

DENNIS:It’s  a humanist  view  told  in  animal  stories. 

NHiThank  you!  That  didn’t  hurt  too  much,  did  it?  Next,  why  hyenas? 

HANKiWell,  like  people,  hyenas  lead  despicable,  vulgar  lives.  Their  cynical  laugh 
fits  dark  humor;  they’re  disgusting  but  you  can’t  really  hate  them.  Along  the  same  lines, 
everyone  knows  the  world  is  sick  and  we  all  do  horrible,  awful  things  but  it’s  not  worth  get- 
ting depressed  about  The  realities  arc  that  these  things  happen. 

NH:Sounds  like  the  philosophy  of  a meat-eating  Buddhist. 

HANKiRight,  I like  that!  If  you  want,  you  can  say  I said  it. 

NH:Oh  sure  Hank,  you  ever  write  for  Joe  Biden?  Dennis,  how  has  it  been  directing 
the  show? 

DENNIS:Direction  is  a process  for  product.  The  process  is  as  important  as  the  product. 
With  this  group  there  is  a unique  dynamic  of  working  for  a single  goal  rather  than  the  egotis- 
tical reasons  that  surface  in  a lot  of  theater.  As  for  the  content  of  the  show,  it  is  easier  to 
tackle  the  problems  of  life  through  comedy  rather  than  tragedy  because  people  will  listen  to 
comedy. 

NHiSuch  as? 

HANK:In  "The  Porcupine  Song"  we  have  a gorgeous  read  head  in  a jx>rcupine  cos- 
tume who  sings  about  sexual  vulnerability;  "Loaves  and  Fishes"  deals  with  the  problems  of 
’80s  yuppie  love  affairs  and  generosity;  "The  Golden  Calf’  describes  the  wonderful  world 
of  veal  production  (Hmmm  baby). 

DENNIS:Eda  Maxym,  the  musical  director,  composer  and  lead  singer  does  an  excel- 
lent job  in  "Chimpanzee  for  Science",  a song  about  a lab  animal  strapped  to  a chair  for  ex- 
perimental purposes  and  in  "Elephant  Ears"  a puppet  made  up  of  six  cast  members  tells  the 
story  of  a humorously  unaware,  sadistic,  insomniac  elephant  (by  now  it  could  have  been  the 
Coronas  kicking  in,  but  I’m  pretty  sure  that’s  what  he  said). 

NH:Have  you  guys  ever  done  anything  like  this  before  or  did  you  just  recently  catch 
a bad  dose  of  acid? 

HANK:This  is  my  fifth  production  of  HYENA  CABARET  in  three  years,  the  first  one 
was  at  Davis,  then  I did  one  in  Berkeley  and  the  rest  have  been  in  San  Francisco.  I have  also 
done  solo  shows  at  Club  9 and  Night  Break;  in  December  I’m  performing  in  a show  at  DNA. 

DENNlS:I’ve  directed  "Bully"  at  the  Magic  Theater,  "The  Second  Quarto  Version  of 
Hamlet"  at  Cal  Arts  and  a production  of  "How  I Saved  the  World".  Also  I’d  like  to  say  that 
the  people  at  the  Intersection  theater  have  been  extremely  helpful  and  great  to  work  with. 

NH;Hey  Dennis,  I’m  not  here  so  you  can  suck  up  to  some  theater  manager  in  print,  as 
a matter  of  fact  I think  it’s  lime  I "watered  the  old  lizard"  so  this  inter-  view  is  officially 
over! 

HANK  to  DENNIS:  Like  I said,  newspaper  people  and  hyenas  both  lead  despicable, 
vulgar  lives. 

By  the  lime  I got  back  from  "the  can".  Hank  and  Dennis  were  gone.  They  left  in  such 
a rush  they  forgot  to  cough  up  a couple  free  tickets  to  the  show.  An  oversight.  I’m  sure. 
Anyhow,  you  should  plan  to  get  to  the  Intersection  Theater  at  766  Valencia,  10:30  PM, 
November  6,7,l3,14io  or  21  to  catch  HYENA  CABARET’S  "MY  MOTHER  HAS 
RABIES".  I like  the  way  these  guys  think. 
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POLITICS 
POLITICS 

POLITICS 

RECOLLECTIONS  OF  THE  PAST 

I have  to  laugh!  After  all  these  years,  San  Francisco  is  still  trying  to  form  a govern- 
ment We  can’t  seem  to  make  up  our  rrinds  about  who  the  Supervisors  should  represent. 
This  city-county  type  of  government  we  have  is  so  different  from  ordinary  town  councils 
that  no  one,  over  the  years,  has  ever  been  able  to  perfect  it. 

When  I was  young  there  were  18  supervisors  and,  before  1912,  the  Mayor  was  al- 
lowed only  two  years  in  office.  In  those  days,  city  and  county  politics  was  like  a three- 
ring  circus:  it  was  impossible  to  keep  an  eye  on  everything  that  was  going  on.  City  Hall 
was  a place  for  lining  one’s  pockets;  governing  the  city  was  merely  an  after-thought! 

But  Civil  Service  and  other  reforms  have  tempered  the  old  ways  and  I.  having  been 
bom  back  in  the  last  century,  can’t  bring  myself  to  be  fired  up  by  the  politics  of  today. 
Whenever  election  day  comes  around  my  thoughts  go  back  to  the  years,  here  in  this  city, 
w'hen  politics  was  a real  living  thing;  an  evil  monster  whose  graft  and  corruption  touched 
every  man,  woman  and  child  in  this  town.  Petty  graft  and  extortion  ran  unrestrained 
through  all  departments  of  San  Francisco  government;  even  in  the  courts! 

Now,  the  administrations  of  Adolph  Sutro  and  James  D.  Phelan,  back  in  the  gay 
nineties,  were  as  good  as  could  be  expected  of  a lively,  growing  young  city.  The  real 
trouble  started  at  the  turn  of  the  century  when  a rising  young  lawyer  named  Abraham  Ruef 
formed  the  Union  Labor  Party.  He  then  proceeded  to  run  Eugene  E.  Schmitz  for  mayor 
and,  in  1901 , he  dumped  the  Democrats  and  Republicans  and  kept  his  man  in  office  for 
three  consecutive  two-year  terms.  These  were  the  worst  years  of  San  Francisco’s  politi- 
cal history.  If  it  weren’t  for  the  Earthquake  and  Fire  of  1906,  amongst  other  problems. 
Abe  Ruef,  the  "Debonair  Scoundrel",  might  have  held  his  grip  on  this  city  for  a much 
longer  lime. 

Mayor  Schmitz  was  the  president  of  the  musicians’  union  and  a dreamy  souri  of 
man,  but  was  wide  awake  any  time  there  was  a chance  to  make  a fast  buck.  "Handsome 
Gene",  as  he  was  called,  lived  in  a fine  house  at  2501  Vallejo  Street  and  was  a neighbor 
of  Ruef.,  who  lived  around  the  comer,  down  at  2819  Pierce  Su-ccL  These  two  men  lived 
well  but  fell  hard  when  the  great  disaster  struck  in  April  of  1906. 

In  1 907  Schmitz  was  convicted  of  27  counts  of  graft  and  bribery  and  drew  the  max- 
imum penally.  He  immediately  appealed  and  got  a reversal  in  the  Appellate  Court  which 
was  upheld  by  the  Stale  Supreme  Court  and  so,  served  no  lime.  Freed  of  legal  problems, 
he  tired  for  mayor  in  1915,  but  had  to  settle  for  a seat  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  (1921- 
1925)  and  died,  broke,  in  1928. 

Abe  Ruef  was  done  in  by  Fremont  Older,  editor  of  the  San  Francisco  Bulletin  and 
William  H.  Langdon,  District  Attorney.  And.  Frank  Hcncy.  the  Assistant  District  Attor- 
ney who  was  the  important  figure  in  the  prosecution  of  the  case.  Rudolph  Spreckels  of 
the  First  National  Bank  offered  and  gave  unlimited  financing  to  this  investigation  and 
trapping  of  Boss  Ruef.  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  released  William  J.  Bums  from  the 
Secret  Service  so  that  he,  with  the  help  of  several  carefully  chosen  people,  could  conduct 


the  investigation.  In  the  wind  up,  Ruef  was  sentenced  to  16  years  for,  amongst  other 
things,  trying  U)  sell  the  City  an  impossible  water  project  He  used  up  most  of  his  money 
and  resources  in  his  attempt  to  avoid  serving  a prison  term  but,  in  1 9 1 1 . he  finally  entered 
San  Quentin  to  serve  about  4 1/2  years.  He  died,  almost  penniless,  in  1936. 

There  were  many  people,  inc  luding  members  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  who  were 
indicted  at  this  lime.  But,  Ruef  was  the  only  one  to  go  to  prison. 

Since  the  mayor  was  under  indictment  the  Board  chose  Supervisor  Charles  Box- 
ton,  a dentist  to  replace  Schmitz.  But,  "wanting  nothing  to  do  with  this  Tilthy’  business", 
he  resigned  after  serving  only  7 days.  He  then,  almost  immediately,  moved  to  Shasta 
County.  Sort  of  makes  you  wonder! 

The  Board  then  elected  Supervisor  Edward  Robeson  Taylor  to  fill  out  the  last 
months  of  Schmitz’  term.  This  was  in  July  of  1907, 1 believe,  and  in  November  he  was 
elected  by  the  people  to  a two  year  term.  Bom  in  Illinois  in  1 838,  Dr.  Taylor  had  graduated 
from  Toland  Medical  College  here,  in  San  Francisco,  in  1865.  While  acting  as  a private 
secretary  to  Governor  Haight,  he  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  state 
supreme  court  in  1872.  Alone  lime  or  another,  he  was  President  of  the  Bar  Association, 
Dean  of  Hastings  Law  College,  Vice  President  of  Cooper  Medical  College  and  held  many 
posts  of  importance.  Unfortunately,  Dr.  Taylor  was  not  a strong  reconstruction  mayor, 
so  he  was  ousted  in  1 909  by  Patrick  Henry  (Pinhead)  McCarthy.  Remember  at  that  time, 
not  only  was  there  a city  to  be  rebuilt,  but  a city  government  which  was  in  a shambles  and 
had  to  be  given  a new  life. 

McCarthy,  who  was  President  of  the  San  Francisco  Building  Trades  Council  for  29 
years  and  President  of  the  Western  States  Building  Trades  Council  for  22  years,  left  no 
notable  mark  in  City  Hall.  Beatenoutby  James  Rolph  Jr.  in  1911,  San  Francisco  saw  the 
end  of  Abe  Ruef’s  old  Union  Labor  Party. 

Most  of  the  departments  of  the  city  government  had  now  been  moved  into  the  newly 
reconstructed  Whitcomb  Hotel  building  (now,  the  Franciscan  Hotel)  on  Market  Street, 
and  common  sense  was  emerging  from  chaos.  The  present  city  hall  was  not  dedicated 
until  1915. 

James  Rolph  Jr.  was  the  right  man  at  the  right  time.  Bom  in  the  Mission  district  in 
1869.  he  rose  from  office  boy  in  a top  commission  house  to,  in  1900,  a partnership  with 
one  George  Hind  in  their  own  shipping  and  commission  business.  He  went  on  to  estab- 
lish the  Rolph  Navigation  &.  Coal  Company  and  The  James  Rolph  Co.  He  also  helped 
found  The  Mission  Bank  on  16ih  between  Mission  and  Valencia  Streets.  He  was,  later 
on,  president  of  the  Mission  Savings  Bank  which  was  on  the  northwest  comer  of  1 6ih  and 
Valencia  Sueeis.  At  the  same  time  that  he  was  the  Mayor  of  San  Francisco  (19  years!), 
and  an  independent  business  man.  he  served  on  several  important  boards  and  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce.  He  was  a V ice  President  of  the  wonderful  Panama  Pacific  Internation- 
al Exposition.  The  people  of  this  city  loved  him  and  he  returned  it  in  kind.  He  loved 
parades  and  saw  to  it  that  there  were  many  during  his  long  administration;  including  the 
great  Diamond  Jubilee  parade  in  1925.  He  was  the  only  mayor  that  I can  remember  who 
had  his  own  theme  song:  "There  Are  Smiles  That  Make  You  Happy"  which  was  written 
by  Lee  S.  Roberts.  He  coined  the  phrase:  "San  Francisco  is  the  City  That  Knows  How!". 

He  was  a true  citizen  of  ’The  Mission’,  residing  at  288  San  Jose  Avenue,  but  he  was 
for  all  of  San  Francisco.  The  Municipal  Railway  began  operations  in  June  of  1913  and 
he  drove  the  first  streetcar  out  of  the  new  Geary  and  Presidio  carbarn.  His  integrity  and 
generosity  were  unmatched.  In  1930  he  was  elected  Governor  of  California.  After  suf- 
fering several  strokes,  he  died  at  his  ranch  in  Portola  Valley  in  June  of  1934. 

As  opposed  to  Abe  Ruef,  who  was  the  un-elccied  "Boss"  of  this  city,  feared  and 
haled  by  all,  "Sunny  Jim"  Rolph  was  the  elected  "Boss"  of  San  Francisco,  who  was  loved 
by  all  and  is  still  remembered  by  many. 
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MURRAY  GROSSMAN. PROPRIETOR 


NO  MINORS  AFTER  11P.M. 


AIDS  SURVIVOR 


PART  II 

■ by  Misha  Cohen.  C.A. 


Jay  Baldwin,  a 38  year  old  registered  nurse,  has  been  a survivor  of  AIDS  since  the 
spring  of  1985.  The  following  interview  is  the  conclusion  of  a sequel  to  an  interview  he 
granted  the  North  Mission  News,  Ann  McClintock  and  Misha  Cohen  in  the  November, 
1985  issue  of  the  North  Mission  News.  At  the  time  of  that  interview.  Jay  wanted  to  be 
anonymous  and  call  himself  Michael.  At  that  time,  very  few  people  were  willing  to  talk 
about  their  own  diagnosis  and  Jay  feared  repercussions  in  terms  of  his  ability  to  work  as 
a nurse  and  other  problems.  Some  of  these  things  did  happen.  However.  Jay  feels  it  is 
very  important  to  share  information  about  living  with  AIDS  and  give  hope  to  those  who 
can  listen.  I am  very  grateful  to  Jay  and  other  brave  people  with  AIDS  and  ARC  who  are 
willing  to  give  fully  of  themselves  in  order  to  serve  humanity. 


Q:Do  you  feel  that  your  sex  life  is  very  active? 

J:My  sex  life  has  never  been  better.  You  know,  I used  to  be  into  real  promiscuous 
sex.  I had  no  idea  what  it  was  really  all  about,  but  now  I don’t  have  sex...  I make  love 
with  people  that  I really  and  truly  like,  not  total  strangers. 

Q:So  AIDS  has  really  changed  your  view  of  sexuality. 

J;Oh  yeah.  Now  I don’t  just  have  sex  to  be  having  sex.  It’s  because  I want  to  make 

love. 

Q:Do  you  feel  like  that’s  generally  true  of  other  people  that  you’ve  met  recently? 

I mean,  do  you  feel  that  AIDS  has  changed  that  generally  for  people,  or  is  it  just  for  you? 

J;l  meet  an  awful  lot  of  people  who  AIDS  has  just  really...  they  think  they  have  no 
sex  life...  there  is  no  sex  life  anymore  and  they’re  real  bitter  bitter  bitter  about  iL  You  can 
practically  see  it  eating  away  at  them.  I know,  I work  with  several  male  nurses  at  Kaiser 
who  say  like,  "Oh,  I can  remember  having  sex,"...  they  haven’t  had  sex  for  four  years.  A 
couple  of  them  told  me  point  blank  "why  don’t  you  just  get  a gun  and  start  killing  people... 
they  say,  "You  fuck  people,  right?"  and  I say  my  partners  are  all  informed...  it’s  not  like 
I’m  jumping  on  somebody  in  the  dark...  not  pulling  their  pants  down  and  sticking  my  dick 
in.  It  just  bugs  me  that  they  have  the  audacity  to  even  think  that  they  could  tell  me  stuff 
like  this,  but  I realize  that  they  are  so  miserable  and  unhappy...  so  I just  shine  it  on  and 
don’t  take  it  personally.  You  know.  I’m  glad  that  I’m  in  my  shoes  rather  than  theirs. 

Q;It  sounds  really  wonderful  that  you  arc  able  to  do  that,  so  what  would  you  say 
you  attribute  to  living  so  long  and  doing  so  well  while  having  AIDS? 

J:Because  I handle  it  differently  than  most  people  do.  Most  people  handle  AIDS 
with  the  allopathic  tfeatment.  First  of  all.  most  people  make  their  first  mistake  by  not  as- 
suming complete  responsibility  for  their  care.  People  do  not  want  to  accept  the  fact  that 
their  doctor  who  has  trained  for  all  these  many  years  and  works  in  a hospital  founded  a 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  that  has  a reputation  of  generations  of  caring,  a tradition  of 
excellence  and  blah  blah  blah...  they  don’t  know  anything  about  AIDS.  Period.  And  I 
really  do  feel  that  it  is  the  treatment  that  AIDS  patients  get  that  makes  it  so  highly  fatal... 
it’s  not  the  disease  in  itself.  1 think  the  reason  that  not  just  me  but  all  the  other  many  heal- 
thy people  that  are  sero-positivc...  whether  they’ve  ever  been  sick  or  not...  I think  the 
reason  that  they  stay  healthy  or  return  to  health  is  because  they  don’t  try  to  kill  this  virus 
or  try  to  wipe  these  infections  ouL..  what  they  do  is  they  use  tfeatment  modalities  that  are 
based  on  harmony  and  balance  and  strengthening.  I think  when  you  do  these  things  your 
body  takes  care  of  itself.  It  heals  itself. 

QuanYin 
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& Herb  Center 

of  San  Francisco 

Quan  Yin  is  a community-oriented  healing 
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QiYour  mental  attitude  is  extremely  sU"ong.  How  does  your  mental  attitude  help 

you? 

J:I  think  you  really  have  to  determine  what  your  mental  attitude  is.  You  can  t be 
wishy  washy...  it  you’re  wishy  washy  you're  going  to  be  sucked  into  being  a patient.  So 
you  have  to...  as  painful  as  it  is  or  as  much  as  you  may  not  want  to  do  it...  you  do  have  a 
choice...  you  don’t  have  to  do  anything  and  it's  perfectly  OK  to  choose  to  die.  But  if  you 
don’t  want  to  die  or  you  want  to  have  a death  with  some  comfort  and  dignity  to  it,  then 
you  do  have  to  get  very  active  in  your  own  care,  even  if  it’s  the  first  lime  in  your  life. 
Even  if  you  don’t  know  how,  that  makes  no  difference.  No  matter  how  scared  you  are. 

Q:Do  you  think  that  even  if  someone  goes  to  a holistic  doctor  or  an  acupuncturist 
or  a homeopath  and  they  don’t  take  responsibility  for  themselves...  do  you  feel  like  treat- 
ments can  still  help  them? 

J:I  think  the  treatment  would  help  them  up  to  a point,  but  I don  t think  that  they 
would  ahve  nearly  the  impact  than  if  the  person  was  well  aware  that  any  healing  being 
done  is  being  done  by  that  person...  and  that  the  acupuncturist  and  the  herbalist  are  mere- 
ly facilitating  and  guiding  while  the  person  themself  is  doing  the  healing.  People  have 
really  forgotten  that  how  you  gel  over  sickness  is  that  you  heal  yourself. 

Q:Do  you  have  any  other  advice  that  you  want  to  give  to  people  who  are  diagnosed 
with  AIDS  or  ARC  or  who  arc  sero-  positive? 

J:Yes.  I would  say  to  people  who  are  diagnosed...  and  especially  for  people  who 
^e  scro-positive...  that  before  any  tissue  damage  results  to  start  now,  before  you  even 
look  into  it,  to  start  gelling  some  Chinese  medicine,  you  know,  because  you  don  t have 
much  time  to  fuck  around.  I do  believe  that  a lot  of  people  who  are  sero-posilive  can  slay 
that  way  if  they  gel  balanced,  you  know,  from  the  outset.  I would  recommend  people  to 
start  it  and  to  start  looking  into  things  and  reading  and  educating...  I would  suggest  that 
people  spend  a good  year  on  educating  themselves  and  to  prepare  to  lay  out  some  money 
to  do  it  and  to  prepare  to  lay  out  some  lime  to  do  it. 

Q:You  mentioned  that  you  think  it’s  important  not  to  go  around  killing  the  virus, 
using  a lot  of  drugs.  What  do  you  think  about  natural  substances  like  egg  lecithin  that  is 
being  used  as  an  anti-viral  substance? 

J:As  long  as  there’s  no  toxicity  involved.  I sec  nothing  wrong  with  that. 

Q:Il’s  the  toxicity  that  you’re  worried  about? 

J:Right,  that’s  what  bothers  me  about  things  like  AZT.  I would  never  take  AZT, 
I’ve  met  two  people  now  who’ve  gotten  better  after  taking  AZT  but  I’ve  met.,  god... 
maybe  40  who’ve  been  killed  or  are  very  near  death. 

Q:Do  you  lake  anti  viral  substances  like  egg  lecithin? 

J:No.  Weill  think  Vitamin  C is  anti-viral.  I feel  like  things  are  well  in  balance.  I 
don’t  feel  any  need  to. 

Q:Is  there  any  last  thing  you’d  like  to  say  to  people? 

J:Jusi  that  they  should  let  go  their  fears  and...  you  know,  one  good  way  to  let  go  of 
fear  is  through  education.  I would  suggest  that  people  start  turning  off  their  TV  sets. 
Whenever  they  hear  anything  about  AIDS  on  the  news,  turn  the  TV  off.  Don’t  read  any 
articles  in  mainstream  newspapers  about  AIDS.  Don’t  read  any  government  publications 
about  AIDS.  You  know.  I think  the  reality  about  AIDS  is  unique  for  each  individual. 
Each  individual  is  his  own  AIDS  case.  You’re  the  one  who  writes  your  chart,  and  if  you 
don’t  write  your  chart,  you  can  be  assured  you’ll  gel  the  most  insensitive  of  care.  They  re 
far  more  concerned  about  wiping  out  that  little  toxoplasmogondi  regardless  whether  the 
medicine  gives  you  seizures  or  makes  you  so  uncomfortable  they  have  to  give  you  in- 
travenous morphine.  So  what!  They  have  to  kill  that  little  toxin!  So  unless  you  gel  real 
active...  and  it  takes  some  balls  to  say  "No,  I refuse  that  medicine,"  when  they’re  telling 
you  "You’ve  GOT  to  have  it."  There’s  a whole  room  full  of  them  and  you’re  the  only 
person  saying  no.  If  you  don’t  have  any  balls...  or  ovaries...  you’d  better  develop  some. 
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OPEN  STUDIOS  1987 


MICHAQ.  S.  BELL 

San  Francisco’s  artists  opened  their  studios  again  this  year...  but  wail  a minute,  did 
they  really?  Is  that  all  they  opened? 

It  is  Sunday  once  more  in  Frisco.  Herb  Caen  trashed  the  City  again  today  in  his  own 
unique,  benevolent  way,  longing  for  a past  that  maybe  never  was,  neglecting  a future  that 
nobody  can  even  dream  of  accurately  yet.  To  his  credit,  Caen  mentions  artists  frequently.  I 
guess  he  sees  art  as  being  as  important  to  our  city  as  it  is  to  every  other  one.  But  in  seeing 
some  Open  Studios  this  year,  I began  to  wonder  what  it  is  that  our  artists,  or  any  other  ar- 
tists for  that  matter,  are  actually  giving  their  cities.  I even  began  to  wonder  whether  they 
should  just  simply  ignore  the  city  they  are  in.  maybe  that  would  produce  some  better  art. 

About  two  weeks  ago  we  went  for  a periodic  visit  to  New  Yoric.  We  came  away,  or 
should  I say  we  managed  to  escape  with  our  lives,  having  the  impression  that  New  York 
was  a place  which  had  overwhelmed  itself  with  excesses  of  every  imaginable  kind.  We  are 
people  wlio  ingest  our  environment,  we  do  not  merely  exist  within  it.  We  found  ourselves 
becoming  nauseous  there,  and  again  on  this  Sunday  in  Frisco.  Nobody  visits  New  York,  it 
infests  your  every  breath  like  an  unwanted  pollen.  Sad  to  say,  I began  to  feel  infested  with 
art  here  this  past  weekend. 

We  saw  about  five  bodies  of  work  that  were  of  interest,  but  the  rest  seemed  like  ex- 
cessive well-framed  mediocrity.  The  gallery  presentation  on  Market  Street,  in  the  skeleton 
of  some  future  fast  food  banking  establishment  added  to  the  chaos.  The  display  was  beyond 
crowded,  it  was  jammed  and  packed  with  fairly  sickly  derivations  of  other  people’s  prehis- 
toric studio  droppings.  Well,  there  were  a few  items,  David  Dashiell’s  burning  light,  Guy 
Colwell’s  excellent  but  dated  social  realism,  Amy  Trachtenberg’s  delicately  natural  expres- 
sions, Mary  Czamecki’s  sometimes  poignant  figures,  Win  Ng’s  luminous  portals,  Dana 
Zed’s  columns  of  glass,  Marshall  Wyatt’s  humorous  erotics  and  maybe  a couple  of  others 
sprinkled  here  and  there.  The  Mission  district  as  a whole,  one  of  the  most  populous  art  dis- 
tricts in  town,  was  represented  by  the  work  of  less  than  one  hundred  people.  There  are 
probably  a hundred  artists  on  San  Jose  Street  alone!  I am  not  sure  if  the  Open  Studio  thing 
was  more  disappointing  because  of  the  art  or  because  of  what  I know  is  out  there  that  did 
not  get  seen  this  year.  I kept  thinking  maybe  we  have  finally  reached  a point  where  some- 
body ought  to  just  up  and  say.  "Hold  it!  Thank  you  very  much  but  that  will  be  enough  gar- 
bage an!"  I mean,  it  just  felt  excessive,  over-  priced,  boring,  and  it  looked  poorly  made  to 
begin  with.  There  was  a whole  lot  of  wasted  canvas  and  pigment,  and  a whole  lot  of  fram- 
ing that  failed  to  improve  the  meaning  or  appearance  of  the  contents.  I began  to  put  things 
together  and  fancied  that  maybe  the  role  of  an  is  to  support  art  supply  stores.  Everybody  is 
entitled  to  choose  their  profession  of  course,  this  IS  America  as  we  all  know.  But  as  my  lady 
pointed  out  both  in  New  Yoiic  and  back  here  at  home,  most  professionals  have  to  pass  a test. 
To  oversimplify  wildly,  it  seems  that  many  of  San  Francisco’s  artists  failed  the  test. 


To  begin  with,  they  did  not  come  out  for  Open  Studio  this  year  like  they  should  have. 
Imagine  representing  to  the  citizens  of  this  city  that  what  they  saw  this  year  is  what  Frisco 
can  produce  in  the  way  of  visual  art!  A hideous  possibility  at  besL  Maybe  what  Open  Studio 
actually  "opened"  this  year  was  the  chimera  of  aesthetic  failure  and  sloth.  We  should  be 
grateful,  I suppose,  but  it  still  hurts.  The  artists  who  did  come  out,  in  general,  were  of  such 
deficiency  compared  with  our  strongest  visual  leaders  that  one  wonders  why  the  effort  was 
made.  Having  a studio  seems  to  have  become  a sufficient  condition  for  claim  ing  to  actual- 
ly HE  an  artisu  Depressing  is  it  not?  The  fault  cannot  rest  with  the  Open  Studio  organizers, 
they  just  take  what  they  are  given  by  those  who  care  to  participate.  When  you  open  the  guts 
of  a monster  you  arc  sure  to  sec  things  you  would  rather  forget  Past  years  of  Open  Studio 
have  vacillated  between  mediocre  and  exhilarating.  But  this  year  seemed  to  reach  an  all  lime 
low  point.  I want  to  forget. 

If  you  ask  the  average  artist  to  name  the  seven  fine  arts,  you  might  gel  four  or  so  more 
or  less  precisely  identified  names.  If  you  ask  the  average  gallery  owner  the  same  question, 
the  percentages  would  not  fare  much  better.  In  this  sense  Herb  Caen  is  right  to  decry  the 
erosion  of  attention  to  the  finer  points  of  culture,  as  he  often  does  in  various  ways.  We  have 
grown  accustomed  to  people  saying  "Art  and  Music",  as  if  to  mean  visual  art  and  music,  as 
if  music  was  not  art,  and  as  if  visual  art  was  art  and  music  was  something  else.  Art  educa- 
tion has  become  a poor  excuse  for  either  art  or  education.  The  School  of  the  Arts  is  not  ex- 
actly folding,  but  if  politics  has  the  usual  upper  hand,  art  itself  may  disappear  in  a cloud  of 
noxious  neglect.  Hard  to  blame  the  artists  for  such  an  anemic  showing  when,  chances  arc, 
they  did  not  get  much  help  when  it  was  most  needed.  Nevertheless,  when  one  sees  all  kinds 
of  visual  productions  done  in  the  good  name  of  art  which  are  in  fact  nothing  less  than  plain 
junk,  it  is  very  difficult  to  remain  optimistic.  Real  artists,  whoever  they  are,  scarcely  use  the 
word  "Art",  things  have  gotten  that  bad,  folks. 

Open  Studio  1987  was  an  almost  insufferable  bore.  Talking  heads,  excessive  mis- 
management of  art  supplies,  inadequate  neighborhood  coverage, , bland  rehashings  of  worn 
out  aesthetic  pursuits,  indefensible  posturing  by  poorly  educated  poetasters,  dcpressingly 
derivative  imagery  at  bizarrcly  inflated  prices,  cute  little  gestures  by  a legion  of  self-inflicted 
culture  addicts,  and  indisputable  proof  that  we  have  finally  reached  the  apogee  of  decadence 
in  visual  art.  In  one  way,  there  is  only  an  upward  swing  to  look  forward  to! 

One  of  the  few  highpoinis  this  year  was  the  chance  we  got  to  see  Alonso  Smith’s  sur- 
real social  commentaries.  His  work,  his  ideas,  somehow  make  the  most  complete  visual 
statement  about  the  whole  of  Open  Studio  1987.  Art  is  as  much  about  people  as  it  is  about 
objects,  and  like  the  grotesque  visions  Smith  brings  out,  we  can  sometimes  produce  some 
pretty  ugly  things.  Maybe  Open  Studio  is  a concept  that  has  to  be  rethought  Maybe  I should 
not  be  so  hard  on  a generation  of  artists  whose  mentors  were  cowardly  in  the  face  of  the 
steamroller  called  Modernism.  Just  as  the  pro  football  season  is  currently  being  played  by 
stand-ins.  it  seemed  that  this  Open  Studio  was  populated  by  wanna-bees.  The  big  shots  need 
to  embrace  this  program  on  all  sides  of  the  issue  for  it  to  continue  meaning  anytliing  at  all. 
It  has  to  have  the  impact  of  the  annual  Introductions  program  in  galleries,  and  maybe  even 
be  incorporated  into  that  successful  effort. 

There  is  bound  to  be  some  pretty  rotten  stuff  to  look  at  in  any  large  visual  an  under- 
taking. Heaven  knows  the  galleries  give  us  plenty  of  drek  to  experience  each  month  as  it  is. 
But,  where  was  the  good  stuff  this  year?  San  Francisco  has  always  been  a leader, in  visual 
culture  nationally,  so  let  us  not  embarrass  ourselves  again  in  1988!  By  the  way,  the  seven 
fine  arts  are  Architecture,  Dance,  Drama,  Literature,  Music,  Painting  and  Sculpture. 


Ball  E.  Badd 


BADD  SPORTS 

BILL  E.  BADD  BALL 

Some  admonic  lhai  resembles  a buzr^d  on  a meal  wagon  gels  a hardwood  ball  bai 
handed  lo  his  paw,  swinging  il  lo  and  fro  while  ihe  ball  slinger  with  a mug  full  of  eilher 
"kfehewing  gum  or  Days  Work  chewing  lobacco  looks  down  al  ihe  bailer  from  he 

pilcher-s  mound  keeping  an  eye  on  runners  who  may  ^ lo  "P  ‘ ,0  „ 

lie  base  bandii  Maurey  Wills  who  scl  an  all  lime  record  several  years  ago.  fires  a 90  M.P.H. 
hardball  into  ihe  strike  zone  and  whether  the  baiter  swings  or  not  the  home  plate  umpire 
who  resembles  an  undertaker  more  than  anything  else,  makes  all  this  pumped  up  body 

teMUs  even  worse.  When  a Japanese  bailer  swings  and  misses,  ihe  home 
plale  ump  lels  oul  a wail  similar  lo  dial  of  an  Irish  banshee  lhal  you  d think 
Lving  an  orgasm  or  his  car  jusl  got  towed  away  and  his  wife  got  caught  m bed  with  ano^er 
dude  Then  yet  here  in  America  the  fans  who  pay  good  money  lo  SM  this  disgusung  opera 
are  just  as  bad  off  as  an  island  full  of  lice  ridden  monkeys.  They  stuff  ballpark  taks  down 
their  disgusting  mugs,  watery  beer  down  their  bodacious  guts,  thinking  lhal  it  s hip  lo  get  a 
beer  buzz  and  acting  all  macho,  stomping  their  feet,  yelling  obscenities  at  the  opposing  te^ 
arguing  amongst  each  other,  waving  their  hands  up  in  the  air  to  the  beer  hawkers  for  another 
bladder  full  of  suds  and  ending  up  wailing  in  long  lines  in  front  of  the  men  s way  station  for 
intestinal  relief.  Those  kind  of  sports  people  want  to  make  me  puke. 

Sports...?  Well,  all  I’ve  got  to  say  is  win  if  you  can,  lose  if  you  must,  but  always  cheat. 
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A dance  class  at  a senior  center,  from  the  film  ACTING  OUR  AGE.  » 

"ACTING  OUR  AGE" 

AT  THE  ROXIE 

"The  hardest  pan  was  gelling  the  money,"  local  director  Michal  Aviad  says  of  her 
hour-long  documentary  "Acting  Our  Age".  The  film,  which  took  three  years  lo  make,  focuses 
on  the  economic  and  emotional  experience  of  6 American  women  over  60  (2  of  whom  are 
local  residents),  and  will  show  November  2nd  at  the  Roxie. 

For  older  people  and  others  who  can’t  afford  ever-rising  movie  admission  rates,  Aviad 
will  help  to  arrange  free  screenings  at  senior  centers  across  the  country. 

But  this  is  not  a special-interest  film. 

"There’s  nobody  who’s  young  who’s  not  going  to  get  old,  unless  they  die,"  says  Enola 
Maxwell,  longtime  Potrero  Hill  activist  and  one  of  the  women  featured  in  the  film.  And  as 
the  median  age  in  America  gels  older,  the  hardest  thing  may  still  be  gelling  the  money. 

There  are  emotional  issues  as  well.  Lucille  Isinberg,  a middle-class  housewife  who  in 
the  movie  moves  from  a Marina  apartment  to  a Tenderloin  housing  project,  remembers  a 
relative  who  called  to  condole  her  for  her  husband's  death.  He  said  "’Now  you’ll  live  for 
your  grandchildren.'  I said,  'Like  Hell  I will.  Now  I’m  going  lo  live  for  me.’" 

Other  women  in  the  film  are  learning  to  live  for  them-  selves  by  improving  the  quality 
of  life  for  others.  One  starts  a theatre  troupe;  another  volunteers  at  a senior  center,  a third 
has  come  out  as  a lesbian  at  age  SO;  a fourth  staffs  a suicide  prevention  hotline  and  hangs 
out  with  a punk-  rock  granddaughter. 

"Acting  Our  Age"  sounds  like  an  inspirational  and  occasionally  surreal  look  al  a sub- 
ject of  interest  to  people  of  any  age  and  sex.  Editing  and  cinematography  are  by  the  Academy 
and  Emmy-Award  winning  crew  of  "The  Times  of  H^ey  Milk",  so  the  film  should  be  a 
visual  treat  as  well. 

A champagne  premiere  at  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts,  November  1 1 ih,  will  benefit  local 
community  groups.  Call  431-1180  for  more  information. 
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3228  16th  Street.  Son  Froncisco,  CA  94103  (between  Guerrero  ond  Dolores) 


'on  the  sunny  side  of  Market  Street  fast  and  free  to  most  neighborhoods 


Two  Locations  To  Serve  You 


open 

daily 


11:00  AM  TO  10:00  PM 

PHONE  431-3351 


TAQUERIA 

NOW  OPEN 

3071  - 16th  STREET 
Bet.  MISSION  & VALENCIA 

OPEN  DAILY 

n AM  to  1 2 PM 

864-8840 


